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I'w

1s " a country without a min

n V.S, Naipaul casually said that mine

. Bur I'knew what he

meant, and if we confine that remark to the contempa-
rary scene, | couldn't help but agree with him!
Many people have exErusscd surprise that [was allowed

to get away with the kind

in a country like Mnlﬂk 1,
Strai

newspaper like the New

of things I said in As | P,

1 Please
and in an_establishment
Times. The fact thatan

intelligent man and a Malay was chief editor, explains

the freedom | was racitly granted. |
a matter of courage.

think it w.

didn't

personally

Commonsense - that's basically what's needed.

Born on the stroke of mid-
might, July 4th 1941, and edu-
cated in Australia {where his
teacher was the distinguished
Australian  pocr  James
McAuley), h.;lfch Ben' Joned
as been a freelance writer
sinee he left the cosy world of
Malaysian academia (English
Dept., Univ.of Malayal, ten
ars ago. His first book, a bi-
lingual collection of poems,
Sajak-sajak Salel: Poems Sa-
cred and Profane, was pub-
lished in 1987, As I Please is
his second book. A substan-
tial volume of poetry, Adam's
Dream, consisting of old and
new poems (English versions
of his Malay poems and new
poems) is scﬁedulcd to ap-
Eenr in 1995,
Salleh has also written a few
playsand film scripts, the most
important of these being a
play in two languages, Ak

Mat Solol The Amok of Mat
Solo. For various reasons,
among which is the sensitive
nature of itssubject and treat-
ment, it hasnever been staged.
Mat Solo has been completely
rewritten in English. Forsome
years, he has been working on
an epic novel in English about
an apostate; Mat Zak.
He is currently in the U.S.A.
as a_ freelance journalist in
rural Pennsylvania, His other
preoceupations include mind-
ing two screaming kids and
killing himself rrying to be
finally done with l:hu%urdcn-
some apostate. Insha’ Allal -
God Willing, the glw.lllrngliln::
enally:

ambience of satanic sexually
harrassed America will proye
conducive to the muJ; de-
aved, much anricipatd birth
of one Mat Zak as well as his
twin brother, the rwice-
circumeused Mat Solo.
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