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FOREWORD

I would like to congratulate The Cultural Heritage Committee,
Dewan Suarah Sibu for taking the remarkable step of sponsoring the writ-
ing of this book entitled * A History of the Development of Rajang Basin
in Sarawak " by Fong Hon Kah.

The book, written originally in Chinese, has been translated into
Bahasa Malaysia by Encik Mohamad Haji Arsat and into English by
Madam Julitta Lim Shau-Hua both of whom are Lecturers from the Batu
Lintang Teachers’ College, Kuching. These translations will make the
book more widely accessible to all interested in the affairs of Sarawak.

Besideys containing narration on the early history of Sarawak from
the days of Brooke rule, which have been well documented in a number of
publications, the book traces the socio-economic contribution by the vari-
ous communities who had resided in the Rajang Basin over the past one
hundred or so years. Although there had been short umultuous periods
in the early days of the Rajang Basin development, the various races had
by and large lived in exemplary harmony and had assisted and co-oper-
ated with one another in their search for a beter life. With political sta-
biliry, great strides have been made in the economic development of the
Rajang Basin, and the fortunes of the peoples in the area continue to
fourish right to the present day.

There is still a dearth of books on Sarawak, written or authored by
Malaysians of Sarawak origin. This publication will serve as a valuable
reference text for further scholarship. I sincerely hope it will provoke a
positive reaction from other local writers to come forward to conduct
further research and produce publications on Sarawak which can con-
tribute towards the pool of knowledge on the State.

(DATUK PATINGGI TAN SRI [DR] HAJI ABDUL TAIB MAHMUD)
Chief Minister of Sarawak
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