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1 salute
all the heroes of
the nation
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PROLOGUE

This book revisits historical events which are already known to the public
but which have been written from the perspective of the writer who had the
opportunity to witness for himself the enactment of various events and in
some instances, was directly involved in them,

The writer has attempted to share with readers the emotions he felt at
those moments — sometimes anxiety. sometimes disappointment, and
sometimes pride.

The core of this book is Chapter 21 “The Unsung Heroes” which
discusses the behind-the-scene roles of security personnel espe ly the
Special Branch Department of the Royal Malaysia Police in their efforts to
work out peace with the Malayan Communist Party (MCP),

This chapter is based on interviews with the officers of the Special
Branch as well as the writer's own observations. It is of utmost importance
to the writer because of the dramatic meeting between the Chief Minister of
Mulaya, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra with leaders of the Malayan
Communist Party led by Chin Peng on 28" and 29 December 1955 which
triggered the writer’s interest in journalism when he was barely 16 years
old.

As Allah Subhanahu Wata'ala would have it, more than 30 years later,
as a journalist, the writer would personally witness and cover the signing
ceremony of the peace treaty between the MCP, and the Malaysian and Thai
Governments on 2™ December 1989 in Hadyai which marked the end of the
communist struggle in Malaysia.

As such, the last chapter “What Tunku Started, Mahathir Ended” was
written with full conviction and understanding.

On the whole, the book shows that national independence was achieved
because of the strong belief, from the very beginning, in realistic and
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