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The Research School of Pacific Studies is one of seven research schools in the
Australian National University. It carries out research on East and Southeast Asta and the
Pacific Islands. Some 110 academic staff, located in ten departments and six centres,
undertake work on the h ! hy, history, it i
relations, languages, politics and prehistory of the region. Students are trained at Ph.D.
and, in some fields, Masters levels.

The Institute of Southeast Asian Studies was established as an autonomous
organization in May 1968. It is a regional rescarch centre for scholars and other specialists
concerned with modem Southeast Asia, particularly the multi-faceted problems of stability
and seeurity, economic development, and political and social change. The Institute is
governed by a twenty-two-member Board of Trustees comprising nominees from the
Singapore Government. the National University of Singapore, the various Chambers of
Commerce, and professional and civic organizations. A ten-man Exccutive Committee
oversees day-to-day operations; il is chaired by the Directer, the Institute’s chief academic
and administrative officer.

The conference at which these papers were first presented in May 1984 was
sponsored by the Joint Committee on Southeast Asia of the Amencan Council of Learned
Societies and the Social Science Research Counil, together with the Research School of
Pacific Studies, Australian National University.
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Cover illustration.

A ship from the carvings on the 8th century Buddhist temple at Borobodur, central Java. This is
thought to represent a trading and passenger vessel utilizing the monsoon winds of the Java Sea
in the period of the Javanese and Sumatran Kingdoms of 500-1000 A.D.

(The publishers gratefully acknowledge G. Adrian Horridge, The Design of Planked Boats of the
Muluccas (London: National Manitime Museum, 1978) for the use of this illustration.]
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