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OLEKSI poskad-poskad bergambar
ini mengenai gaya hldup rakyat
Malaysia dalam dekad-dek:

PRAKATA

dan berjaya. Bagaimanapun, tiada
terdapat poskad-poskad mengenai
longan ini. Jika ada kin poskad-

abad ke-20 tidak dapat dxk.n:ll\.m
menyeluruh. Pilihan kita terbatas kepada
poskad yang dapat kita kumpulkan,
menyebabkan apa yang ad:
koleksi kita tertumpu kepada sesuatu
dan seolah-olah melupakan sama
¢ pek-aspek
Berasaskan koleksi kita, seseorang
mungkin beranggapan bahawa hampir-
hampir kesemua penduduk India di
negara ini pada peralihan abad terdiri
daripada mata-mata, pembawa kereta
lembu, perempuan penari, penorch
getah dan luk.m;, sapu jalan sah:

pd
s, ;,olnn;,.m kecil orang India yang ber-
Inggeris dan berpengaruh.
hertugas sebagal guru, peguam,
dnl\(ur dan sebagainya di samping
menjadi usahawan-usahawan yang kaya

poskad ini disimpan.
Walaupun gaya hidup yang d.Ile kita

seolah-olah hanya suku Iban dan
Kadazan sahaja yang ada di sana.
Penerbit-penerbit poskad patut
disalahkan kerana pandangan sempit
mereka. luupn mungkm juga

| poskad telah

persembahkan meliputi satu
yang agak luas namun ia tidaklah

yeluruh atau scimt Sebil
poskad dalam buku ini adalah mengenai
Singapura. Ini disebabkan oleh pilihan
poskad yang terhad. Disamping itu
memang menjadi satu kenyataan sejarah
bahawa sebelum Perang Dunia 11

daripada Malaysia (bersama Pulau
I'm.mx. Melaka, Labuan dan Pulau

negeri Sela
dnp«.rhahkdn gaya hidup di Singapura
tidak banyak berbeza pada

Semenanjung, khususnya di pantai barat.

Kita juga mengakui bahawa liputan
mengenai Bomneo adalah amat kurang,

menyimpan poak:ld -poskad lain untuk
mereka sendiri.

Namun terdapat batasan-batasan
seperti ini yang tidak dapat dielakkan
dan hnknk.\l bahn\vn im buk:mlzh karya

ional, kita

y:kin kuluksl gumhnr-gumb;lr lama
dalam bentuk poskad ini adalah amat
bermakna dan berharga. Koleksi ini akan
memberi maklumat tentang masa lalu
Malaysu dan mcnsu.nm asal usul

h ciri-ciri y

kita.

Januari 1988 Mggar Davib NG (B)

MuUzAFFAR D. J. TATE



118 second offering® of picture

postcards from the Malaysian past,
which focusses on Malaysian lifestyles in
the opening decade of the century
cannot, in any sense, claim to be
comprehensive. To begin with, our
selection ftself is dictated by the postcards
which we have been able to obtain, with
the result that what we have in our
collection arbitrarily concentrates on
certain aspects (such as alluring Malay
maidens and less alluring but
sociologically more interesting rickshaw
pullers) and appears to ignore completely
other aspects.

On the basis of our collection, one
would suppose that almost the entire
Indian population in the country at the
turn of the century consisted of | police-
men, bullock-cart drivers, dancing

Preface

very successful and wealthy entreprenewrs.
But somehow, this affluent and prominent
section of the Indian community never
made it on 1o the postcards, or if they did,
their images are being carcfully hoarded
from the public view.

Therefore, while the lifestyles we have
been able to present do cover a Sairly

coverage is very poor —apparently only
the thans and a few Kadazans live there,
and no one else —but ows is not the
blame, which should be out on the post-
card manufacturers themselves for their
lack of perspective, or perhaps on the
recipients of postcards who have kept
other scenes to themselves.
ith ling these

bl

wide spectrum, they are not comy.

sive, nor for that matter, well-balanced. It
will also be noticed that quite a number
of postcards include s from Singa-
pore. This, once again, Is partlya
reflection of the choice at our disposal;
but it also reflects a historical reality since
prior to the Second World War, Singapore
was part of the body politic of British
Malaysia (along with Penang and
Malacea, Labuan and Christmas Island
as constituting the Crown Colony of the

women, rubber tappers and pers,
though in fact, there was also a small but
important and influential group of
English-educated Indians who Junctioned
as teachers, lawyers and other pro-
Sfessionals, not to mention a number

i

Straits Se ). In any case, as is
readily seen and understood, the lifestyles
of Singapore did not differ substantially
from those of the peninsula, particularly
on the West Coast.

We also admit that our Borneo

inourf and the
fact that this is not the work of profes-
sional historians, we still believe that this
collection of old photographs from the
posteards of yesterday is of relevance and
value. For they help to shed light on our
Malaysian roots, and also, perhaps. to
provide unexpected insights into the
historical background of some of our
cultural traits

Maor Davip NG (RiD)
MuezarFar D. | TATE

January 1958

“Ihe first was Kuala Lumpur in Postards 1900-1930,
Pencrbit Fajar Baktt Sdv. 1ihd , Petaling Jaya, 1987






