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| ABSTRACT

Johor 1910-1941

Studies in the
| Colonial Process
‘ Christopher Stephen Cray
‘ Yale University

Fay, 1978

During the ninetsenth century the Falsy peninsular state of Johore
®=erged as an unusuel adeptation of traditional snd western idess of
government. Although nominsl British control finally did come, under
sgresments resched in 1909 end 1914, it brought no significent changes

either to the ba:

uctute of the state or to the competition for

power undarlying the state's governeent. Indeed, the same four competi-
tors who hed dominated Johora politica through st lesst the preceding
decsde -- namely, the Melay Sultan, the %alay slite, s smell "mercantile™
commnity, end the British fror nesr-by Singapors -- continued together
to deter=ine how {ts soninistration would operste until the Japanese
conquest of 1942, aith only slight, occaslonal adjustments in the
balance linking thes.

Fowever, slthough the instituticnalization of this cospetition was
=ade possible by circumstences st the soment of colonial transition,
&~d by a gredual perceution thereafter of strong common interests, sach

of the four carried (to the competition distinctive perspectives snd

resources. Cach hoped to bring to o ® vision == or a partisl vision ==
b3 X <
©of what the state ought to be. Alded by {ntultion and sovereign right,

the Sultan worked to prassrve his inheritance snd to maintsin control




over {ts sdvancement. The elite, endowed with historical legitimacy of
1ts own, had the use of conscience, but also had to reconcile its con-

flicting imperstives sa e hereditary buresucratic csdre and

s corps

of Malay officisls presiding over s multi-recisl socisty. Visible and

vocal, the "mercantilists,” who were more s remnant of historical memory
then o community, generslly choss to support the Sultan and took ss thelr
role the chastening of expatriste officialdom. And, thosa British officers

sent to the sts

or involved in its governsnce, tried to spply exper-
tise galned elsesherein astablisning & government spparetus capsble of
sncouraging economic growth mnd then of mannging efficiently consequent
social and economic changs.

Since no one of thelr competitors captured the sum of reaction or
of reform, the policy decisions and {nitiatives of the government they
helped to form ususlly reflected an svolving conservative consensus
sbout development snd the future. Unfortunately, slmost from the outset

thers wers soms inconsistenci

end sction. Hard times
in the 1930s, as well @s & major political crisis which temporarily upset
tne politicsl competitive bslance, exacerbeted theset graduslly it be-

cane spparent that there were

rious contredictions not only within the
stote's expending corporate sense of social respons{bility, but also be-

tween that corporste sen:

Bnd the outlook of the corpetitors, teken col-
lectively sna individually. Issues, such s security, the rule of lew,

economic stability, soral obligation, end communal equity, stesdily posed
more and more questions which could not be answered satisfactorily. As s

result the conditions shich had allowsd the competition for po

T to en-
hance palitical stability began to diminish in irportance, bringing in=

cr

ing hostility to the interplay inside the government. Fore, such





