Rod Wong Khet Ngee

d.No part of this p
oduced, stored in a retrieval
mmwted, in any form or by any
ic, mechanical, photo copying,

rwise, without prior written
authors.

J30JUN?




THE HISTORY OF

LABUAN
ISLAND

(VICTORIA ISLAND)

by
Ste ph n R. Evans
B.Sc, MA,, FCML

Abdul R hm an Z inal
BA. S c. (Hons)

Rod Wo ngKhtNg
BBBBBBB



AUTHORS PROFILE

STEPHEN R. EVANS

was born in Keningau, Sabah.

He holds a B. Sc and MA Degrees in
Public Administration, and Diplomas
in Journalism and Agriculture, which
he earned from British and American
Universities. He wasawardeda Colombo
Plan Scholarship by the Government of
New Zealand in 1966 to study Public
Administration and local Government.

He was a former member of Malaysian
Parliament, a Senator, and a State
Legislative Assemblyman for a total
term of 15 years.

He has also served The Sabah Land
Development Board for eight years
and six months as a Chairman and
Board of Directors. He was awarded a
PGDK, Commander of the Order of
Kinabalu (Second Class Datukship), by
the Sabah State Government in 1977
and on the 16th September, 1989 he
was again conferred the State's highest
award, SPDK, Grand Commander of
the Order of Kinabalu (First Class
Datukship) Datuk Sri Panglima.

He has written several books published
locally by the Borneo Literature Bureau
and by Overseas Publishers. His latest
Book was Sabah (North Borneo) Under
the Rising Sun Government.

Heisalsoalifemember of the Common-
wealth Parliamentary Association, and
Malaysian Parliamentary Association.

ABDULRAHMANZAINAL,ADK,
was born in Labuan, Sabah.

Hereceived his early education in Sabah
and histertiary education in West Malay-
sia, at the University Science Malaysia,
Penang, where he obtained his Bachelor
of Social Science (Hons.) Degree. He has
worked for the State Government for
several years, attached to the State Devel-
opment Office, Chief Minister's Depart-
ment, Kota Kinabalu. He hasalso worked
for the Sabah Land Development Board
as General Manager and Chief Executive
Officer. He is an active Rotarian.

ROD WONG KHET NGEE, ADK
was born in Kudat, Sabah.

Hereceived his early education in Sabah,
and after passing the Overseas Cambridge
High School Certificate Examination, He
was awarded a Colombo Plan Scholar-
ship by the State Government to study
Engineering at the University of Tasma-
nia, Australia, Where he obtained his
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons.) Degree.
He has also taken advanced Engineering
Course in London, related to his profes-
sion as an Engineer. He has worked for
various Engineering Firms in Kuala
Lumpur and Sabah, Before joining the
Sabah Land DevelopmentBoard, as Chief
Engineer for eight years. He is currently
employed by a Singapore Firm asa Con-
sultant Engineer for its China and Indo-
nesia based Companies. He is a good
Chinese Scholar and an active Rotarian.



Acknowledgement

Grateful thanks are due to
The State Government of Sabah for granting us
permission to reproduce the photographs from

*“Sabah History in Pictures”.



Preface

History as everybody knows is the past experience of
mankind. More exactly, history is the memory of that past
experience as it has been preserved, largely in written
records. In the usual sense, history is the product of
historians work in reconstructing the flow of events from
the original written traces or sources into a narrative
account.

The existence of written records distinguishes the historic
era from prehistoric times, known only through the
researches of archaeology. The subject matter of history is
the significant past, meaning the institutions and
individual actions that affect the experience and
development of the whole communities.

Traditionally history has focused on the actions of
Governments, their leaders, and the conflicts among them
in other words, political and diplomatic. In the last 100
years the scope of historical interest has broadened to
include the history of ideas and the patterns and trends in
economic and social life that characterize or influence
society as a whole.

The object of this book “History of Labuan Island”
(Victoria) is to provide factual information to the people
of Sabah, and future generations of our State, so that they
would be knowledgeable in many ways, with the past and
present history of the Island of Labuan, which is part of the
mainland of the State of Sabah, East Malaysia. Labuan Island
was made a Federal Territory on the 16th April, 1984.






