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Preface

This study was completed in early 1970; only the last chapter on elections in
East Malaysia was added later. It is a result of the several visits that I have
made to Malaysia since 1963 and the insights I have gained through close con-
tacts with the political leadership in the country at different levels. I am grate-
ful to the Research Committee of the University Grants Committee of New
Zealand which made it possible for me to spend four months in Malaysia in
1968-69 just before the general elections. In Malaysia, I am indebted to a
large number of people without whose help and generosity this work would
not have been possible. | owe a special debt of gratitude to Dr. Tan Chee
Khoon, Dr. Lim Chong Eu and V. Veerappen of the Gerakan Rakyat Malaysia;
S.P. Seenivasagam of the People’s Progressive Party, and C.V. Devan Nair,

Lim Kit Siang and Goh Hock Guan of the Democratic Action Party. Here in
New Zealand my thanks are due to Alex McLeod and Dr. Garry Hawke who
kindly read the manuscript and made many useful comments.

Victoria University of Wellington RaJ VASIL
23 April 1971



31

Contents

Preface
THE POLITICAL SETTING

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS BETWEEN THE 1964
AND 1969 GENERAL ELECTIONS
Singapore in Malaysia (1963-1965)
The National Language Bill 1967
The Formation of the DAP and the Gerakan

ELECTION ISSUES AND CAMPAIGN
El 1 *Ar * of the Opposition Parties

The Alliance Campaign
The Party Manifestos

THE ELECTION RESULTS

Relationship between the Results and the Racial Composition

of the Electorates
Analysis of the Gains of the Opposition Parties
Reasons for Reduced Support for the Alliance and
the Success of the Opposition Parties
Significance of the Election Results

THE ELECTIONS IN EAST MALAYSIA (1970)
Appendixes
1 : Party Manifestos
II : Parliamentary and State Election Results (1959, 1964 and
1969)
Bibliography
Index

39

43
46

49
56
73

11
112





