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Keynote address by Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad



Keynote address by Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad…cont’d..



Points from Tun Hussein Onn on National Unity



Discussion results from three (3) groups:
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Parenting courses.
Overhaul the Malaysian education system. 
Revamp education system. Look into the teacher training colleges.
Local councils should be active to strengthen national unity eg. Introduce ‘neighbor-hood watch’.
Ignore the ‘skeptics’ and push for national unity. 

Recommendation/
Proposal on how to 
Strengthen the Future of 
National Unity

Tackle the polarization problem from home.
Lack of understanding in inter-cultural practices eg religious practices.
Integration of the different races. 
Economic disparity among the different races. 

Current Issue on National 
Unity

Tunku Abdul Rahman
Harmonize the three races i.e. Malays, Chinese and Indians. 
Indication of solidarity. Very helpful to fight the British.
National unity symbolized national solidarity.
Laid the foundation for unity.
Tun Abdul Razak
Uplifted the status of the malays.
NEP, rural development eg. FELDA helped to counter act communist activities, bridge the gap 
between rich and poor, growth of vernacular schools.
Tun Hussein Onn
Known as ‘Bapa Perpaduan’. Strengthen unity among the 3 races. Help build a Malaysian identity 
‘Bangsa Malaysia’.
Tun Dr Mahathir
Growth of country by 2020. National unity emphasized. Development of vision schools, national 
service. The increase in general prosperity helped to bridge unity among the different races in the 
country.

Contribution of the Past 
Premiers on National Unity
(reflecting on their 
thoughts)
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1) Multiculturalism (compulsory subject)
2) Official functions

E.g. Universal prayer
3) Addressing prefix is standardized
4) Need for other languages, emphasis on English
5) Learn and adopt
6) Display appropriate attitude
7) Eliminate type schools
- just maintain Wawasan schools

Recommendation/
Proposal on how to Strengthen the 
Future of National Unity

Racial Polarization
Education
�Parents’ perception/Awareness
�Education of the individual
�Ability to think
� Content – civic 
-religious
-comparative 
1)Racial polarization
2)Economic imbalance
3)Communal identity
4)Skewed perception

Current Issue on National Unity

All past premiers had significantly contributed to National Unity and had put forward 
effective policies.

Contribution of the Past Premiers 
on National Unity
(reflecting on their thoughts)
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~ Preschool level instilling the values of unity.
Kindergarten racial integration  - No dominant group
Parental education?
Political influences towards positive steps
Activities at grassroots' level – on the national unity agenda
Political parties’ main agenda on national unity. Play a bigger role. Should champion national unity

Recommendation/
Proposal on how 
to Strengthen the 
Future of National 
Unity

Political parties with vested interest sets disunity. Reflections while working in an international company, race is not an issue. However, 
discussion on Bumiputera privileges.
Set objectives on National Unity are good but implementation?
The value of Independence – is this realized by today’s youth? Back to school - to be taught values.
At present unifying factor is superficial. No real need now all of society is complacent.

Current Issue on 
National Unity

* Tun Razak – Policy of Education – main objective 1956 Razak report to promote National Unity.
Tunku Abdul Rahman 
* ’87 – a visible polarization at school level. Recognized earlier efforts by govt. – advent of PAS leaving Barisan Nasional. Present 
environment in commerce 
* A mutual respect for Tunku Abdul Rahman for National Unity from the Indian community. Pre independence sentiments very positive 
for integration.
* Understanding of cultures, to narrow the gap. At higher learning inst. However the level of understanding seems to lessen.
* working experience – race is not an issue, work comes first. 
* observation amongst youth - evident polarization, especially in large groups
* root cause – family? Home Environment? School environment? 
- should begin at school level.

Commonality of objectives e.g. Independence, development – unites
Realization of unity is important – via common needs and values
Cannot be static continuous identification of these common needs. 
* Education system? Tolerance factor. Not too much exam oriented. To re look into the system? Homogenous environment not good?
* Racial bias prevalent? Present environment on unity is superficial.
* Deviant teachings played a role in disunity.
* Why continue the existence of national type schools?
* trust, comradeship
* cultural understanding & tolerance

Contribution of 
the Past Premiers 
on National Unity
(reflecting on their 
thoughts)


