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Assalamualaikum WBT,  

Bienvenidos to the 1st edition of BA Newsletter for the year 2020. The year has just began and all of us have already been tested 

with the unprecedented global outbreak crisis, COVID-19. I would like to begin with doa and prayers to Almighty Allah SWT to 

give us strength in going through this difficult time especially the frontlines who have worked day and night in battling the COVID-

19 disease. No doubt, we the Diplomats are also the frontlines of our beloved nation and are ready to render our assistance and 

service for the people and country. Let’s pray that all the humankind will come through this tough period together and succeed.  

I would like to also take this opportunity to personally congratulate YAB Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin, Malaysia’s 8th Prime Minister 

who was sworn-in on 1 March 2020. My warmest congratulations also to YB Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Tun Hussein, our new 

Foreign Minister and YB Dato’ Kamarudin Jaffar, our new Deputy Foreign Minister, both appointed on 9 March 2020. I know that 

our foreign policy will be well promoted and our national interest will be well protected under the able stewardship of our new 

leaders.  

Prior to the outbreak of COVID-19 in Argentina, apart of the usual networking meeting in Argentina, I had the opportunity to travel 

to Uruguay to attend the Presidential Inauguration Ceremony of the new President Dr Luis Lacalle Pou. During the ceremony, I had 

expressed Malaysia’s commitment in further strengthening the bilateral relations between Malaysia and Uruguay especially in trade 

and investment. While in Uruguay, I had meetings with the former Minister of Labour Uruguay, representative from the Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs Uruguay and President of MERCOSUR-ASEAN Chamber of Commerce (MACC) Uruguay to explore ways to lift the 

bilateral relations between the two countries to a higher height. Uruguay could also be an opportunity for Malaysia to diversify its 

import and export trade.  

As Argentina had implemented the mandatory quarantine since 20 March 2020, Embassy’s main focus had been in providing 

consular assistance to Malaysian in Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay. To date, Embassy had assisted 59 Malaysians who were here 

in Argentina on holiday, to leave the country on time and avoided any stranded Malaysians here. We share with you in this edition, 

some snippets of Malaysians who have managed to travel back home safely, after the border closure and mandatory quarantine in 

Argentina.  

Despite this difficult situation, we hope to keep on flying high our Jalur Gemilang here in Argentina as well as in Paraguay and 

Uruguay. I hope you will enjoy reading our newsletter and wish it will give a glimpse of light to our life in facing this tough 

period.  

Stay calm, healthy and indoor. 

DATO’ MOHD KHALID ABBASI ABDUL RAZAK 

Ambassador 
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On 1 March 2020, Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin took his 

oath of office as Malaysia's 8th Prime Minister before 

the HM King and Queen at Istana Negara, succeeding 

Tun Mahathir Mohamad. 
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  AMBASSADOR´S VISIT TO URUGUAY 

 

Uruguay is a country in 

the southeastern region 

of South America. It 

borders Argentina to its 

west and southwest and 

Brazil to its north and 

east, with the Río de la 

Plata to the south and the 

Atlantic Ocean to the 

southeast. Uruguay is 

home to an estimated 

3.45 million people, of 

whom 1.8 million live in 

the metropolitan area of 

its capital and largest city, 

Montevideo. With an area 

of approximately 176,000 

square kilometers (68,000 

sq mi), Uruguay is 

geographically the 

second-smallest nation in 

South America. 

1st March. Ambassador Dato’ Mohd Khalid Abbasi Abdul Razak had the honour to 

represent HM King of Malaysia to the Presidential Inauguration Ceremony of Dr Luis 

Lacalle Pou in Uruguay. We look forward to further strengthening the warm & close 

relationship of Malaysia and Uruguay.  

During the protocol greeting, the 

Ambassador conveyed His 

Majesty King of Malaysia & Prime 

Minister warm greetings and the 

continued commitment in 

strengthening the relations to a 

new height under the able 

stewardship of President Lacalle 

Pou. 
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1 March – Meeting and Dinner with Mr. Diego Martínez Prado and 

spouse. He is the President of MERCOSUR-ASEAN Chamber of 

Commerce (MACC) of Uruguay and well-known businessman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February 29. During his stay 

in Montevideo, the 

Ambassador had dinner with 

Mr. Alvaro Alonso, a former 

Congressman; Senator and 

Minister of Labor of 

Uruguay. Both had in-depth 

and casual exchange of 

views on issues of mutual 

interests and certainly, Mr. 

Alvaro is now a new Friend 

of Malaysia. 

Meeting with Mr. Marcelo Magnou, Officer in charge of Asia 

and Oceania, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay 

Ms. Florencia Di Bello, Liaison officer of 

Malaysia for the Inauguration ceremony 
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COVID-19 IN ARGENTINA 

Following the Coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19) declared by the WHO, the Argentinian Government 

implemented a social, preventive and mandatory isolation, by means of Decree No. 297/2020, which is in 

force as from the 00:00 hours of March 20, until March 31. 

Control and security authorities shall verify compliance with Isolation Regime and, in case of 

noncompliance, they may order the immediate arrest and retention of vehicles that circulate in violation of 

the regime. Failure to comply with the isolation will also result in the promotion of criminal actions. 

The Government expressed that the country is in a potential sanitary crisis that has no precedents, which 

requires extreme measures to preserve public health, and proposes the Isolation Regime as a measure 

that could avoid the massive propagation of the virus. 

On March 30, the Isolation period was extended until April 12.  

 

Affected areas throughout the country COVID-19 cases in Argentina, compared to bordering countries 
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    COVID-19 TASK FORCE WORK 

The meeting was also to keep track of Malaysians registered in 

Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay as well as Malaysians who are 

visiting those countries for holiday. Through WhatsApp group, 

the Malaysians here are well informed about the development of 

COVID-19 in the three countries. 

 

Since 13 March 2020, HE Dato’ Mohd. Khalid 

Abbasi Abdul Razak, Ambassador of Malaysia to 

Argentina has chaired the COVID-19 Daily Task 

Force Meeting to monitor the latest development of 

COVID-19 in Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay. 
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   The Embassy team was able to facilitate and assist our fellow Malaysians who were here for vacation to depart safely back home. 

‘Great acts are made up of 

small deeds...’ 
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On 5 March 2020, H.E 

Dato’ Mohd Khalid Abbasi 

Abdul Razak, Ambassador 

attended the 14th ACBA 
Meeting chaired by 

Ambassador of Vietnam. 

The meeting discussed on 

program of works and also 

the forthcoming event 
which is Fiesta de ASEAN 

on 15 March 2020. 
 

 

 

 

 

ASEAN ACTIVITIES 

Handing over of ACBA Chairmanship 

 

 

 

22 Jan. Handing over of ASEAN Committee in Buenos Aires (ACBA) chairmanship from The Philippines to Vietnam and 

Luncheon hosted by the outgoing chair Madam Lingling. 

AMBASSADOR´S ENGAGEMENTS 

Feb. 14. Ambassador met H.E. 

Pablo Anselmo Tettamanti, 

Deputy Foreign Minister, MOFA 

Argentina. They discussed on 

the strategic partnership & 

collaboration in areas of 

technical cooperation, services, 

tourism and sports. 
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Feb. 14. Ambassador met 

H.E. Pablo Anselmo 

Tettamanti, Deputy Foreign 

Minister, MOFA Argentina. 

They discussed on the 

strategic partnership & 

collaboration in areas of 

technical cooperation, 

services, tourism and sports. 

 

 

Feb. 27. The Ambassador met Amb. Jorge Neme, the new Secretary of International Economic 

Relations, MFA Argentina. They had fruitful exchanges on elevating both countries trade and 

investment relations by way of diversification and working on possible Public-Private Partnerships in 

areas such as food industry, services and hospitality.  

March 10. Ambassador made a demarche by meeting the 

Undersecretary of Foreign Policy at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Argentina to inform about the recent political 

developments in Malaysia. Ambassador emphasised that the 

political transition process was done in accordance with the 

Constitution and Malaysia’s foreign policy remains unchanged 

and business as usual. 

Networking 

gathering and 

bowling 

hangout hosted 

by Ambassador 

with his 

colleagues of 

the OIC group 

in BA. 

Ambassador attended the 

Presentation of the Book ‘El 

Majlis Global’ (dialogue 

between cultures) by HE 

Hamad Al-Kawari, Minister 

of State of Qatar at 

University of Belgrano, BA. 
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Ambassador received Mr. Alejandro 

Ñamandú - Head of Diplomatic Police and 

his team at the Chancery. They had 

interactive exchanges on issues of mutual 

concerns and the overall law & order 

including security matters of the embassy. 

Ambassador Khalid with Ambassador 

Jorge Argüello, a well-respected 

diplomat and scholar of Argentina. He 

is the new Ambassador of Argentina to 

Washington and presented his 

credentials to the President of the USA 

on 17 Feb recently. 

Qatar Sports Day 2020 

Ambassador attended the Qatar Sports 

Day 2020 and emerged as the 

Inaugural Champion of Men Bowling 

games. He also walked away with the 

top prize for one of the two lucky draws 

winners. 

Call by Mr. Juan Jose Aguero, CEO of 

SCOMI Argentina. They discussed on 

SCOMI projects in Argentina and the 

way forward 

Networking Meeting with Mr. 

Patricio DeGiorgis, Director, Centre 

of International Studies, University 

of Belgrano. The Embassy will be 

working with the University for our 

Public Diplomacy programs and 

also promotion of VM2020 

Ambassador received a Visit and 

Briefing by Head of Petronas in 

Argentina.  
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Networking Meeting with President Global of Mercosur-

ASEAN Chamber of Commerce (MACC) – The Ambassador 

discussed and exchanged views with Mr. Rodolfo Caffaro 

Kramer on the program of works (POW) for the year consisting 

on beef exportation, wheat processing and water treatment 

facility. 

 
 
 
 

 
Ambassador had a business meeting with DEVESA Argentina, the company approved by Malaysia 

Government to export halal frozen beef to Malaysia from January 2020 onwards. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ambassador Khalid honoured a 

Lunch invitation by Amb. Hackett 

from Australia inviting the new 

Secretary of Economic Policies, 

Ministry of Economy, Argentina. 
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Ambassador Khalid chaired the first HBS and LRS Meetings of 2020 

                                                                                                                       

 

 

                             Ambassador Khalid chaired the ASEAN Bazaar Preparatory Meeting 

 
 

Ambassador Khalid held a business luncheon with Mr. Juan 

Carlos Fernandez, the CEO of IMPSA Argentina. They 

discussed and exchanged views on the possible strategic 

alliances that includes new business opportunities and 

technological exchange regarding energy generation 

between Malaysia and IMPSA. The company has been 

present in Malaysia since 1989 and was a key player in the 

Bakún project in Sarawak, including the upgrading of the 

new hydraulic & mechanical design of the Tenom Pangi 

Hydroelectric Power Station.  
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EMBASSY ACTIVITIES 

Celebrating Chinese New Year in Buenos Aires with the embassy officers 

and family at Mr and Mrs Khoo residence at Canning Ezeiza, an hour 

drive from downtown. We experienced the colourful lunar celebration 

beginning from the lighting of firecrackers, tossing of Yee Sang and 

enjoying the varieties of CNY vegetarian dishes. Thank you to the host 

as we have really enjoyed the day especially the young Malaysians who 

had the opportunity to enrich their knowledge of an important 

multicultural celebration of Malaysia, unity in diversity. 
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Ambassador Dato Khalid had his first media 

engagement for the year, interviewed by Mr. 

Rogelio Peloso and Ms. Maria Laura Arano 

from Ambitointernacional.com at the 

Chancery. He talked about the state of 

bilateral relations, trade performance in 2019, 

the breakthrough of beef exportation, Visit 

Malaysia Year 2020 and the Embassy program 

of works for this year. The session ended with 

refreshments. 

MEDIA DIPLOMACY 
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An excellent piece by Mr. Rogelio Peloso and Ms. Maria Laura Arano from 

Ambitointernacional.com on Ambassador’s interview on Malaysia specially 

on the Visit Malaysia 2020. 

The news can be viewed via this link: 

http://ambitointernacional.com/visit-malaysia-2020/  
 

In photos Infobae 18/02/2020- The Ambassador of Malaysia HE Mohd 

Khalid Abbasi Bin Abdul Razak was the winner of the Bowling 

Tournament of Qatar Sports Day and received the prize from the 

Ambassador of Qatar, H.E. Battal M. Al Dosari. The news was published by 

Infoebae via this link: 

https://www.infobae.com/vidriera/2020/02/18/30-fotos-de-la-

celebracion-del-dia-nacional-del-deporte-del-estado-de-qatar/ 

 

 

http://ambitointernacional.com/visit-malaysia-2020/
https://www.infobae.com/vidriera/2020/02/18/30-fotos-de-la-celebracion-del-dia-nacional-del-deporte-del-estado-de-qatar/
https://www.infobae.com/vidriera/2020/02/18/30-fotos-de-la-celebracion-del-dia-nacional-del-deporte-del-estado-de-qatar/
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PERWAKILAN BA 

          

MESYUARAT AGUNG TAHUNAN PERWAKILAN BUENOS AIRES 
SESI 2020/2021 

 
Pada 23 Januari 2020, PERWAKILAN Buenos Aires telah berjaya mengadakan Mesyuarat Agung Tahunan PERWAKILAN 

Buenos Aires bagi Sesi 2020/2021 di Kedutaan. Mesyuarat telah dirasmikan oleh TYT. Dato’ Mohd Khalid Abbasi Abdul 

Razak selaku Penasihat PERWAKILAN BA dan seterusnya mesyuarat dipengerusikan oleh  YBhg.  Datin  Aniza Mohamad 

Tamil, Pengerusi PERWAKILAN Buenos Aires.  Semua  ahli  berpakat  membawa ‘potluck’ bagi jamuan makan tengahari 

setelah mesyuarat selesai sekitar jam 12.30 tengahari. 

 

Sekalung penghargaan dan ucapan tahniah kepada ahli jawatankuasa pelaksana Mesyuarat Agung Tahunan PERWAKILAN 

Buenos Aires Ke-3 di atas usaha dan kerjasama bagi menjayakan mesyuarat. 
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KELAS BIMBINGAN MALAYSIA KE-2 – PENDEDAHAN TENTANG 
SAMBUTAN TAHUN BARU CINA DAN KENALI TUMBUH-TUMBUHAN DAN 
BUAH-BUAHAN YANG POPULAR DI MALAYSIA 

 

Pada 26 Januari 2020, sempena perayaan Tahun Baru Cina, PERWAKILAN Buenos Aires mengambil kesempatan 

kali ini dengan mengadakan Kelas Bimbingan Malaysia Bil. 2 yang telah berlangsung di kediaman En. Khoo & Puan 

Chong Li Chin di Canning, Buenos Aires.  

        

Pada awalnya, kedatangan kami disambut meriah dengan dentuman bunga api dan seterusnya pihak tuan rumah 

menjamu kami dengan Yee Sang, Kue Tiow Goreng, Vegetarian Shark Fin Soup dan Kueh-Mueh. Kemudian, anak-

anak diberi pendedahan tentang Sambutan Tahun Baru Cina dan seterusnya sesi mengenali tumbuh-tumbuhan 

dan buah-buahan dimulakan dengan melawat kebun sayur di sekitar kawasan kediaman.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

COFFEE MORNING HOSTED BY MEMBERS OF PETRONAS IN 
BUENOS AIRES 

 

On 18 February 2020, PERWAKILAN Buenos Aires was invited by members of PETRONAS in Buenos Aires to a 

Coffee Morning Session that was held at Mrs. Hajar’s Residence. The objective is to get-together and to welcome 

new members of PETRONAS and family to Buenos Aires. Everybody enjoyed eating Nasi Lemak, Mee Goreng and a 

few types of dessert that was so delicious. At the end, we took a group photo with all members. 
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