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This edition comprised of the events 

held from January – July 2020.  

2020 started off promising until the 

COVID-19 outbreak in March 2020. To 

date, Chile has the third largest num-

ber of cases in South America, and the 

eight largest in the world.   

Apart from the extended 90-day con-

stitutional state of emergency of catas-

trophe since 15 June – the Government 

has taken the immediate approach of 

connecting people via online engage-

ments, taking full advantage of the 

new norm.  

On behalf of the team, I wish to extend 

our heartfelt congratulations to His 

Excellency Ambassador Abu Bakar 

Mamat on the recent appointment as 

Malaysian Ambassador to Chile. We 

look forward to work under your able 

leadership, and welcome you and your 

family to Santiago. 

Selamat Hari Raya Aidiladha, 

 

Suria Hani Jahaya 

Chargé d’Affaires a.i.  

 

 

On 5th March, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. attended the celebration of the 

60th birth anniversary of the Japanese Emperor Hiro-no-miya Nar-

uhito Shinno.  

On the occasion, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. met with MFA Director of the 

Asia Pacific Division, and informed him about the recent appoint-

ment of YAB Tan Sri Muhyiddin as the new Prime Minister 

of Malaysia over the weekend, 29th February.   

Birth Anniversary of  Japanese Emperor 

Bilateral Agenda 

Dear Readers, Chargé d’Affaires  a.i. with H.E. Amb. Yoshinobu Hiraishi of Japan 

Left: Chargé d’Affaires a.i. with H.E. Amb. Claudio Rojas, MFA     

Director of Asia Pacific Division 

On 27h February, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. attended a luncheon hosted 

by H.E. Keun-Ho Jang, Ambassador-Designate of the Republic of Ko-

rea to Chile, together with the Heads of Mission of Australia, China, 

Japan, New Zealand and other ASEAN countries.  

Luncheon with ROK Ambassador 



 

3 ISSUE 1 / 2020 

Appointment of  H.E. Ambassador 

Abu Bakar Mamat 

His Excellency Ambassador Abu Bakar Mamat 

appointed as Ambassador-Designate of Malaysia to 

the Republic of Chile. 

On 7th July, His Excellency Ambassador Abu Bakar 

Mamat received his Letter of Credence from His Majesty 

The Yang di-Pertuan Agong XVI, Al-Sultan Abdullah 

Ri’ayatuddin Al-Mustafa Billah Shah  ibni Almarhum  Sul-

tan Haji Ahmad Shah Al-Musta’in Billah in a ceremony 

held at Istana Negara.  

His Excellency Ambassador Abu Bakar Mamat served as 

an Administrative and Diplomatic Officer at Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs (Wisma Putra) since 2000.  

Abroad, His Excellency Ambassador Abu Bakar Mamat 

has served at the Embassy of Malaysian in Windhoek, 

Namibia (2004-2008), and was appointed as the Consul 

General of Malaysia in Karachi, Pakistan (2011 -2015).  

At headquarters, His Excellency Ambassador Abu Bakar  

served as Deputy Director General of ASEAN External 

Affairs (20015-2016), Deputy Director General of Com-

munication and Public Diplomacy (2016), and Undersec-

retary of Development Division (2016-2018).  

His Excellency Ambassador Abu Bakar also served in the 

Protocol Division (2001-2004), Directorate of Asia, Oce-

ania and North Africa (2007-2008), Foreign Minister’s 

Office (2008-2011), Public Diplomacy and Information 

Division (2009), and OIC Division (2009-2011). 

Prior to his appointment as the Ambassador of Malaysia 

to the Republic of Chile, Ambassador was the Undersec-

retary of CLMV and Oceania Division.  

 

 

SPB YDPA and Raja Permaisuri Agong with H.E. Amb. 

Abu Bakar Mamat and Mdm Hidia Muin.  

H.E. Amb. Abu Bakar Mamat and Mdm Hidia Muin at 

the Istana Negara. 

Below: Article from Berita Harian on the official 

ceremony. Photo courtesy of Bernama. 
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The New Norm 

To date, Mission attended seven (7) webinars conducted by various Ministries/Agencies. 

Since President Sebastian Piñera declared a 90-day constitutional state of emergency of catastrophe on 18 March 

– extended for 90 more days on 15 June – series of  progressive lockdown to selective lockdown (only on selected 

communes for a certain period) to the state of total lockdown have been enforced.  

Simultaneously, the Government has taken the immediate approach of connecting people via online collaborative 

services i.e. webinars, video conference, web conference etc.  

Chile's International Trade in the Post-Covid-19 World 

On 15th April, Mission attended this webinar held by 

the Fundacion Chilena Pacifico. 

Vice Minister Rodrigo Yáñez of MFA Undersecretary for 

International Economic Relations (SUBREI) briefed on 

the impact of COVID-19 on foreign trade, particularly 

on the strength to face and return to the path of growth 

and development.   

Chilean and Global Economy in the Face of  Post-Covid-19 Recovery:  

Perspectives, Challenges and Opportunities 
On 7th May, Mission attended this webinar held by the Fundacion 

Chilena Pacifico. Presentations were made by Chief Credit Officer Rich-

ard Cantor of Moody's Corporation and Moody's Investor Service   – 

partner company of the Foundation – and Chief Economist Sergio Leh-

mann of Banco de Credito de Inversiones – a Chilean bank. 
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Public-Private Partnership for Chile's Recovery 

On 3rd June, Mission attended this webinar held by the Fundacion Chile-

na Pacifico. Presentations were made by Minister Lucas Palacio of 

Economy, Tourism and Development, and Director Juan Sutil Servoin 

of Family Business Association, who addressed the role of the public 

and private sectors in the recovery of the country’s economic post pan-

demic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Security in Times of  Pandemic, Thinking About Public  

Policies for the Future 
On 16th June, Mission attended this webinar held by the 

Ministry of Agriculture.  

Presentations were made by Agriculture Minister Antonio 

Walker Prieto, FAO Regional Representative Julio Berde-

gue for Latin America and the Caribbean, and Senators 

Rodrigo Galilea and Felipe Harboe – representatives of 

farmer’s and retail markets. 

New Digital Economy Partnership Agreement (DEPA) between Chile,  

Singapore and New Zealand 

On 6th July, Mission attended this webinar on DEPA signed on 11th 

June, held by the Fundacion Chilena Pacifico and SUBREI.  

Presentations were made by SUBREI Vice Minister Rodrigo Yáñez, 

Senator Felipe Harboe of Party for Democracy (PPD) , and Executive 

Director Monica Retamal of the Kodea Foundation – talent genera-

tion for the digital world.  
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Benefits for SMEs in the Digital Environment 

On 21st July, Mission attended this webinar held by the Fundacion Chile-

na Pacifico and SUBREI. 

Presentations were made by Senator Kenneth Pugh of Valparaiso; Julio 

Pertuzé, Head of the Future Economy Unit of the Ministry of Economy; 

and Fernanda Contreras, Manager and Co-Founder of GAMAGA 

GAMES.  

Challenges of  Logistics in E-Commerce: Opportunities Brought from DEPA  

On 28th July, Mission attended this webinar held by the Fundacion Chilena Pacifico and SUBREI. 

Presentations were made by Andrea Cerda, SUBREI Head of Market 

Access Division, Joseph Nehme, Coordinator of Trade Facilitation and 

Trade Policy of the Ministry of Finance, and Carlos Honorato, CEO of 

ALTO MovUp (technology company). 
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Anniversary of  Khojaly Genocide 
On 26th February, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. attended the 28th Anni-

versary of Khojaly genocide held by the Embassy of the Republic 

of Azerbaijan. 

Meeting with CAMCHIMAL President 

On 9th March, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. had a meeting with the 

President of Chile—Malaysia Chamber of Commerce Industrial 

and Services AG (CAMCHIMAL), Mr. Rodrigo Gonzalez.  

To gain support from the Malaysian Government, Chargé 

d’Affaires a.i. briefed on the role should be played by the Embas-

sy; proper conduct in organizing events; and expectations of the 

Embassy on possible collaboration in the future, among others. 

Kuwaiti National and Liberation Day 
On 5th March, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. attended  the reception of the 

59th anniversary of National Day, and 29th anniversary of Libera-

tion Day of Kuwait. 

Heartiest Congratulations 
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ASEAN – Chile Engagements 
ASEAN Committee in Santiago (ACS) organized two 

(2) webinars with relevant parties thus far.  

ACS (Thailand – then ACS Chairman, Vietnam, Indone-

sia, the Philippines, and Malaysia) have conducted the 

following virtual meetings:-  

(i)¨From Social Outburst to Pandemic: What is the Future 

of Chilean Politics¨ with Professor Dr. Jorge Karmy Sahd, 

Director of International Study Centre of the Catholic 

University in Chile (CEIUC), 29th May; and 

(ii) "Facing Challenges of the Future: Chile's Economic 

Policies in the New Normal" with SUBREI Vice Minister 

Rodrigo Yáñez, and Senior Researcher Dr. Rodrigo Ver-

gara at the Center for Public Studies (CEP), 21st July. 

Chargé d’Affaires a.i. during the Q&A session of the first ACS 

virtual meeting. Photo courtesy of CEIUC. 

ACS first virtual meeting with CEIUC.  

Left: ACS second virtual meeting with SUBREI and CEP.  

ACS Chairmanship Handover Ceremonies 

On 31st January, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. attended an ACS meeting , and the ACS 

Chairmanship Handover Ceremony 

took place, from the Philippines to 

Thailand (February - July 2020).  

On 21st July, Thailand handed over 

the ACS Chairmanship to Vietnam  

(August 2020 - February 2021) via 

ACS virtual meeting, upon comple-

tion of the above (ii) webinar.  

 

ASEAN Agenda 
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Donation to Cerro Navia  

Municipality 
Malaysia, together with other ASEAN Embassies in 

Santiago, agreed to make donation to Cerro Navia 

Municipality, the fourth worst municipality in the 

Santiago Metropolitan Region affected by COVID-19 

pandemic. 

On 21th July, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. received Mayor Mau-

ro Tamayo Rozas of Cerro Navia at the Chancery, and 

was very much pleased to hand over Malaysia’s donation 

collected from all HBSes and LRSes of the Embassy of 

Malaysia in Santiago to Mayor Rozas. Donation was 

made upon request of Mayor Rozas.  

Prior to COVID-19 pandemic, ACS used to visit Plaza Ho 

Chi Minh in Cerro Navia, attending events held by Vi-

etnam. 

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1380318262358302&id=331158497032786
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Embassy’s Journal 

 

 New Year Celebration 
On 31st January, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. hosted a lunch 

to celebrate the New Year with all HBSes and LRSes of 

the Embassy of Malaysia in Santiago at her residence. 

Birthday Celebration 
On 14th February, the Embassy of Malaysia in Santia-

go celebrated the birthday of Office Secretary, Mr. 

Nor Azli Azri at the Chancery. 

 

                                 

 

Embassy of Malaysia in Santiago 

Callao 3461, Las Condes, 7550270 Santiago 

( (562) 2694 9800 

mwsantiago@kln.gov.my 
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Annual General Meeting 
On 19th February, Chargé d’Affaires a.i. conducted the 

2020 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of PERWAKILAN 

Santiago, outlining the activities to be conducted this 

year. 

 

 

PERWAKILAN Santiago 

Visiting Newborn Baby  
On 5th March, PERWAKILAN Santiago started off its 

2020 activities with visiting the newborn baby girl of 

PERWAKILAN Chairman, little Myra Farhana. Gift 

from PERWAKILAN Santiago was also presented 

during the occasion. 
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