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Relations between Malaysia and Qatar are close and brotherly. Lusail Street 223

Last year, a number of steps have been taken to further Zone 66, West Bay
. . . PO Box 23760

strengthen and expand bilateral ties between the two countries Doha

that include exchange of high-level visits multilateral State of Qatar

cooperation. This year, Malaysia-Qatar relations is expected to Tel: +974 4483 6463

continue to expand on its upward trajectory. EC”C f|'974 4483 6453
maii:

mwdoha@kln.gov.my

As trade is an important pillar for Malaysia-Qatar cooperation,
Qatar has improved its overall ranking from the 5th largest trading partner for Malaysia in
2018 to the 4th largest trading partner in 2019 in the region. (please refer page 35).

HIGH-LEVEL BILATERAL ENGAGEMENTS

SIGNING CEREMONY OF AGREEMENT FOR BRINGING PEACE IN AFGHANISTAN,
29 FEBRUARY 2020

Chargé d'Affaires a.i. Mr. Mohamad
_ Shahir Sabarudin congratulated Her
o aln yag] 4oLias § Excellency Lolwah Rashid Al-Khater,
.y B Assistant to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Qatar, at the signing
ceremony of Agreement for Bringing
peace in Afghanistan on 29 February
2020. The peace agreement came in
place after 18 months of talks
between the US and Taliban,
mediated by Qatar.

The historic event was held in Doha
and was attended by more than 200
dignitaries including His Excellency
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
Al-Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Qatar, the US Secretary of
State, Special representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation, Taliban high ranking officials,
Foreign Ministers of Turkey, Oman, Pakistan, Indonesia, and Tajikistan, as well as head of
foreign missions in Qatar.
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A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN YAB PRIME MINISTER AND HH THE AMIR OF QATAR,

27 APRIL 2020

HH the Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani congratulated YAB
Tan Sri Muhyiddin bin Haji Mohd. Yassin,
on YAB's appointment as the new
Prime Minister of Malaysia, during
telephone conversation between the
two leaders on 27 April 2020.

Both leaders also expressed their
commitment to strengthen the existing
relations between Malaysia and Qatar,
particularly in frade and investment, as
well as to explore hew cooperation in
other sectors.

YAB Prime Minister also took the opportunity to convey his appreciation to HH the Amir
and the Qatari Government, for taking care of several Malaysians who were infected with
the Covid-19 virus. Both leaders promised to exchange visits after the Covid-19 pandemic

subsided.

The telephone conversation between YAB Prime Minister and HH the Amir was a
testament to a strong political ties between Malaysia and Qatar at the highest level.

VIRTUAL MEETING ON THE FOUR STAGES OF GRADUAL LIFTING OF RESTRICITIONS IN QATAR,

24 JUNE 2020

A virtual meeting between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Qatar and the Asian
Ambassadors Group in Qatar was held on 24 June 2020. The meeting was chaired by Her
Excellency Lolwah Rashid Al-Khater, Assistant to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Qatar
and Spokesperson of the Supreme Committee for Crisis Management.

The purpose of the meeting was to enlighten the diplomatic community on the four
stages of gradual lifting of restrictions that have been strictly imposed by the Qatari
Government since 16 March 2020 and to address issues that has rose with it.
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ENGAGEMENTS WITH MALAYSIANS

(PROGRAM MENDAMPINGI RAKYAT MALAYSIA)

2020 NEW YEAR AND LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION, 16 JANUARY 2020

The Embassy of Malaysia in Doha gathered Malaysians in Qatar on 16 January 2020 to
celebrate the 2020 New Year and Lunar New Year. Chargé d'Affaires a.i. Mr. Mohamad
Shahir Sabarudin led a Yee Sang ceremony, not only to symbolise abundance, prosperity
and vigour, but also unity among Malaysians.

CITRA MALAYSIA: FOOD AND CULTURE, 7 FEBRUARY 2020

As part of the Embassy’s continuous efforts to promote Malaysia at the international level,
PERWAKILAN (Ladies Association) Qatar had organised Citra Malaysia: Food and Culture
on 7 February 2020.

The event had successfully attracted 200 guests, Malaysians and non-Malaysians, to
experience Malaysia's unique cuisines and cultures, including Malaysia’s traditional game
of Congkak, Batu Seremban and Sepak Raga. Malaysia’s art of Batik and wood craft had
mesmerised visitors and have been recognised by several arfists in Qatar.
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ASSISTANCE TO MALAYSIANS
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

CONTRIBUTION TO MALAYSIANS

On 22 May 2020, several days prior to the Eid Celebration, the Embassy of Malaysia in
Doha had taken the initiative to deliver ‘Kuih Raya’ and essentials to 20 Malaysians who
were quarantined and treated at various medical facilities in Qatar due to the Covid-19
infections.

Similar contribution was also distributed to four final year Malaysian students who were
remained in Qatar for their final year dissertation.

THE COVID-19 SITUATION IN QATAR

So far, a total of 107,430 Covid-19 cases have been recorded in Qatar since the
beginning of the pandemic. However, due to Qatar’'s advanced medical facilities and
highly frained medical professionals, 104,191 cases have recovered and the death rate
remains low at 160 deaths. Throughout this crisis, 41 Malaysians in Qatar have been
infected, 39 have recovered while one Malaysian are sfill positive with the virus.
Unfortunately, a Malaysian by the name of Tengku Endut Tengku Jusoh, passed away on
10 June 2020 after one month being treated at Hamad Medical Centre. Alfatinah.
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PUBLIC DIPLOMACY

Qatar-Malaysia Ties to Continue to Maintain Upward Trajectory, Gulf Times.

he change of leadership

in Malaysia is expected to
witness the continuation
of Qatar-Malaysia bilateral

ties on an upward trajectory, further
strengthening the two countries’ close
and brotherly relstions, Malaysian
embassy charge d'affaires Mohamed
Shahir Sabarudin has said.

The envoy told Gulf Times that Ma-
laysian Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhy-
iddin Yassin had a phone conversation
in April with His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, in
which both leaders agreed to further
strengthen bilateral ties.

“Both leaders extended visit invita-
tions to each other, and it is hoped
that these bilsteral visits will take
place as soon as the Covid-19 pan-
demic is over)” Sabarudin said.

In 2019, he noted that a number
of steps have been taken to further
strengthen and expand bilsteral ties
between the two countries, including
high-level visits and close co-opera-
tion in multilateral institutions.

The visit of the former prime min-
ister of Malaysia, Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamed, to Qatar in December 2019,
followed by the visit of His Highness
the Amir to Malaysia provided an
excellent opportunity to both sides to
engage at the highest level, and gave
a fresh momentum to the bilateral
ties between the two countries, it was
observed.

Sabarudin said the visit also
provided an opportunity to better
leverage the existing complementari-

ties between the two countries in key
areas of mutual interest, including
trade and investment, infrastructure,
higher education, health, legal and
judicial co-operation.

He highlighted trade as a key pil-
lar of Qatar-Malaysia co-operation,
saying that total trade in 2019 reached
$.079bn (RM3.43bn).

“Although trade between the two
countries has come down slightly
by 9% in 2019 as compared to the
previous year, Qatar has improved its
overall ranking from the Sth largest
trading partner for Malaysiain 2018 to
the 4th largest trading partner in 2019
in the region,” the envoy noted.

He said Malaysia's main exports to
Qatar in 2019 were petroleum prod-
ucts; manufactures of metal; jewel-
lery; transport equipment; processed
food; machinery, equipment and
parts; iron and steel products; palm
oil and palm oil-based agricultural
products; electrical and electronic
products; as well as chemicals and
chemical products,

Meanwhile, Malaysia's imports
from Qatar in 2019 were mainly pe-
troleum and chemical products.

About Qatar Chamber board mem-
ber Mohamed bin Ahmed al-Obaidli's
earlier statement that the Qatari
private sector views Malaysia as one
of the “most important” economic
destinations worldwide, Sabaru-
din sxid Malaysia echoes the same
sentiment “mainly due to the fact
that Malaysia remains a pro-business
nation, backed by strong economic
fundamentals, stability, cost-com-
petitiveness and its strategic location
in the centre of the Association of
South-East Asian Nstions (Asean).

D S V.
Mohamea Shahir Sabarudin

“As a gateway for Qatar to access
Asean markets with more than 600mn
people, Malaysia continued to further
explore potential co-operation to ad-
dress the food security issue, agricul-
ture and tourism. Strategic economic
alliances and partnerships are more
crucial than ever at this moment
due to the great global lockdown due
to the Covid-19 pandemic that has
interrupted the global supply chain”
he stressed.

Sabarudin said several Malaysian
companies have been involved in
crucial inf

projects in Qatar for the past dec~
ade while many others are currently
involved in the facility management
services for airport operational facili-
ties and ancillary buildings and the
hospitality industry.

“We are also working very hard to
support Qatar on its National Vision
2030 efforts as well as the efforts that
will make the 2022 FIFA World Cup in
Qatar a success,” he added.

About the impact of the Covid-19
outbreak on Qatar-Malaysia rela-
tions, the envoy said: “The Covid-19
is a test for our leader-

ture
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ships and countries’ economy. I

am proud to say that Malaysia and
Qatar have passed this test, and

we have shown a great example on
how to address the pandemic. Low
death and high recovery rates for
our countries are a testimony to our
nations and able leaderships during
this crisis.”

He said the Malaysian prime min-
ister thanked Qatar for the medical
treatment and assistance to Malay-
sians affected by Covid-19 in the
country.

He also commended the Qatar gov~
ermment for effectively handling the
spread of Covid-19 pandemic.

“Malaysia also i, Qatar's

‘Qatar-Malaysia ties to continue
to maintain upward trajectory’

ance events for the past few years. The
latest event was ‘Colours of Malaysia
2019} organised in partnership with
Qatar Airways to further promote Ma-
laysia’s historical heritage and culture.

Ten professional dancers were
flown in from Istana Budaya (pal-
ace of culture) to perform at Hamad
International Airport and Katara - the
Cultural Village,

“These initiatives will be contin-
ued in the years to come after travel
restrictions have been eased by both
Malaysian and Qatar governments,”
Sabarudin said.

The two countries, he noted, have
actively pursued co-operationin
ion, which saw the former Ma-

efforts in treating 40 Malaysians who

were infected with the Covid-19 virus.

It is a relief to us to learn that 39 of
them have fully recovered. Mean-
while, one Malaysian passed sway on
June 107 Sabarudin said.

“Thanks to the swift response
from Hamad Medical Hospital, the
deceased was buried on the same
day and the family member has
extended their appreciation to the
medical team who had been treating
the person for the past one month,”
he added.

He stressed that bilateral relations
between Malaysia and Qatar are get-
ting stronger during the Covid-19
crisis.

On the cultural front, the envoy
said this area has been one of their
priorities, which he described as a
suitable platform to increase people-
to-people contact and to close the gap
between Malaysians and Qataris.

The Malaysian embassy organised
muny cultural and dance perform-

laysian Minister of Education visiting
Qatar in November 2019 to attend the
Werld Innovation Summit for Educa-
tion in Doha.

The envoy said Malaysia and Qatar
also discussed issues of mutual inter-
est in the higher education sector
in August 2019 during its Ist Joint
Working Group (JWG) meeting held in
Kuals Lumpur. The meeting was held
within the framework of the agree-
ment that was signed between Qatar
and Malaysia in 2017,

“At the moment, the number of
students from both countries is still
low. However, Malaysia has been
actively engaging with Qatar Univer-
sity, Hamad Bin Khalifa University
and top-notch US and UK universities
in Qatar to increase the number of
Malaysian students in Qatar, includ-
ing the exchange of students between
universities,” Sabarubin said. “There
are also Malaysian academicians who
are working in various universities in
Qatar

Qatar Effectively Handling Pandemic, The Peninsula.

Malaysian Charge d’Affaires: Qatar effectively handling pandemic

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Residents and expatriates in Qatar
should celebrate Eid Al Fitr at home due
to COVID-19 pandemic, said Mohamad
Shahir Sabarudin, Charge d'Affaires at
the Embassy of Malaysia in Qatar, in his
message for Eid Al Fitr.

He praised the steps taken by the
Government of Qatar for effectively han-
dling the spread of COVID-19.

“This year, Eid Al Fitr feels different.
In the past, Eid Al Fitr celebration has
been marked by social and religious
gatherings where Muslim families and
friends unite together. We will now need
to prepare celebrating Eid largely at
home with limited outdoor interaction,”
said Sabarudin.

“This year in view of the pandemic,
Muslims will have to be doing their part
to stem the spread of COVID-19,"” he
added. To mitigate the spread of
COVID-19. Qatar has implemented
physical distancing measures aimed at
interrupting transmission, closed non-
essential businesses, reduced the number

Mohamad Shahir Sabarudin, Charge
d'Affaires at the Embassy of Malaysia
in Qatar

of employees at the government insti-
tutions and permitted only Qatari cit-
izens to enter the country, he added.
“At this time, Malaysians may still
depart and transit in Qatar. However,
they should be prepared for travel

restrictions to be put into effect with little
orno notice. Passengers are advised to
check our real-time flight status page
for the latest information. Malaysians in
Qatar are advised to stay put,” he said.

“However, for those who are
returning to Malaysia, they are
encouraged to make travel arrangements
while Qatar Airways is still available,”
he added.

Charge d’Affaires congratulated
Qatar Airways for continuing to fly trav-
ellers to their destinations amid the
COVID-19 pandemic. The connection
provided by Qatar Airways with Kuala
Lumpur International Airport is of par-
amount importance for many Malaysian
nationals who are stranded in various
countries in Central Asia, Europe, West
Asia and Africa to reach their homes
since March 2020.

He said that Qatar has facilities and
medical capabilities to control and
combat the COVID-19 pandemic. The
proactive approach by the Qatari Gov-
ernment to convert Hazm Mebarek
General Hospital (HMGH) into a

COVID-19 facility and the opening of
new field hospitals should be praised.

He added that Prime Minister of
Malaysia Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin had
a phone conversation earlier this month
with Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani. Both leaders shared infor-
mation on COVID-19. The Prime Min-
ister of Malaysia expressed his appreci-
ation of Qatar for the medical treatment
and assistance provided by Qatar to help
Malaysians affected by COVID-19 in
Qatar.

In this regard, Sabarudin com-
mended and expressed his appreciation
of the Government of Qatar for effec-
tively handling the spread of COVID-19
pandemic in the country. He thanked
the Government of Qatar for its contri-
bution and humanitarian efforts to help
the needy and underprivileged children
affected by COVID-19.

He also encouraged all Malaysians
in Qatar to adhere to the rules set by the
Qatari government and to follow the
Embassy on Facebook and Twitter for
latest updates on the current situation.
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Bilateral Relations between Malaysia and Qatar is Tight as Brothers, Al-Rayya.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia

WISMA PUTRA

&ahriaks

YB DATO' SERI HISHAMMUDDIN TUN HUSSEIN
Menteri Luar Negeri

4
4L
A
i

The Embassy of Malaysia in Doha congratulates YB Dato’ Seri Hishammuddin Tun Hussein
on his appointment as the new Foreign Minister of Malaysia on 9 March 2020. Prior to his
appointment as the Minister of Foreign Affairs, YB Foreign Minister held a number of
prominent Cabinet posts such as Minister with Special Functions in the Prime Minister’s
Department (2017-2018); Minister of Defence (2013-2018); Acting Minister of Transport
(2013-2014); Minister of Home Affairs (2009-2013); Minister of Education (2004-2009);
Minister of Youth and Sports (1999-2004); Deputy Minister of Primary Industries (1997-1999);

and Parliamentary Secretary for the Minister of International Trade and Industry (1995-
1997).
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Ambassador-Designate of Malaysia to the State of Qatar

~—~-

WISMA PUTRA

DUTA BESAR

MALAYSIA KE QATAR

Jawatan Terakhir:
Menteri Kedutaan/
Timbalan Ketua Perwakilan
Kedutaan Besar Malaysia, Jakarta

Pernah Berkhidmat di:
Filipina & Perancis

Umur:
49 tahun

Berasal dari:
Kedah

TYT AMBASSADOR ZAMSHARI SHAHARAN

Julai 2020 | © Bahagian Komunikasi dan Diplomasi Awam

The Embassy of Malaysia in Doha would like to extend our heartfelt congratulations and
best wishes to His Excellency Zamshari Shaharan, Ambassador-Designate of Malaysia to
the State of Qatar.

EMBASSY OF MALAYSIA, DOHA, STATE OF QATAR

For information on consular services provided by the Embassy of Malaysia in

Doha, Qatar, please visit https://www.kin.gov.my/web/gat_doha/home.
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