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The 5th IISS Fullerton Forum: 22-24 January 2017

MANAGING MILITARY
COMPRERTION IN ASIA

HSS Shangri-La

Dialogute

The fifth annual IISS Fullerton Forum, the Shangri-La Dialogue Sherpa meeting, convened at the iconic
Fullerton Hotel in Singapore from 22-24 January 2017. Malaysia’s Minister of Defence Dato’ Seri
Hishamuddin Tun Hussein delivered the keynote address and, for the first time, the forum’s agenda
included a special dinner address by Major General (Retd) Delfin Lorenzana, Secretary of National De-
fense of the Philippines.

Over 20 countries from the Asia-Pacific and further afield (including a delegation from the EU) were
represented at the Fullerton Forum, whose delegations were led by senior defence officials, military
chiefs and advisors. Beyond its role as a catalyst for the 1ISS Shangri-La Dialogue, the forum has grown
to become a key fixture for military diplomacy in the Asia Pacific, with numerous bilateral meetings
taking place on the margins of the forum between participating delegations. The forum not only serves
as an important barometer of regional tension, but also a focal point for the elucidation of national de-
fence policies and the strengthening of defence relationships across the region.

Over a day and a half nearly 80 delegates, including senior defence officials and military officers as well
as non-governmental experts, considered a range of regional security concerns as well as avenues for
enhancing regional security cooperation. IISS senior staff members chaired five closed-door sessions
formulated to offer delegates the opportunity to reflect on the outcomes of the 15th IISS Shangri-La
Dialogue in 2016 and to prepare the ground for their national delegations and defence ministers at-
tending the forthcoming summit, to be held from 2-4 June 2017.
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THE RISING TOGETHER BATON RUN REACHES THE FINISHING
LINE IN SINGAPORE

The Rising Together Baton Run, organised in conjunction with the 29th SEA Games and the 9th
ASEAN Para Games (also known as Kuala Lumpur 2017 - KL2017), reached its final destination when
the baton arrives in Singapore on 13 May 2017. Started on the 5th of March 2017 in Brunei Darus-
salam, the Baton Run has since journeyed to 9 participating South East Asia nations, before arriving
in Singapore. The Malaysian delegation to Singapore was led by the Minister of Youth and Sports, YB
Brig. Gen. Khairy Jamaluddin and accompanied by the Deputy Secretary General of the Ministry of
Youth and Sports (KBS), Mr Nik Abd Kadir Nik Mohammad and several KBS senior officials. Also pre-
sent, were Chief Operating Officer of the Malaysian Organising Committee (MASOC) Secretariat of
KL2017, Mr Shaiful Subhan bin Zahrin and the Chairman of the Rising Together Baton Run Commit-
tee, Mr Ajitpal Singh Santokh Singh. The Rising Together Baton Run in Singapore was flaged-off at 9
a.m at the SCAPE Playspace. The 15-kilometer run passed through several iconic buildings in the
Singapore such as the Youth Olympic Park, Marina Bay Sands, The Merlion and the Sir Stamford Raf-
fles Statue. At the final stop, the Minister for Culture, Community and Youth of Singapore, Ms Grace
Fu Hai Yien handed-over the baton to YB Brig. Gen. Khairy at the KTM Woodlands Train Checkpoint
(Woodlands CIQ). The Minister of Youth and Sports then brought the baton back to Malaysia via a
train ride to Johor Bahru, which was the starting point of the KL2017 Torch Run held on the same
day. The Rising Together Baton Run is organised by MASOC with the cooperation of the participating
countries and as a prelude to KL2017. It is one of the initiatives to promote KL2017 amongst partici-
pating countries as well as to create awareness of the Games within the region. As the host country,
the Rising Together Baton Run is the first ever held in the history of the Southeast Asia Games. Ma-
laysia hopes that it will leave a legacy that will be continued by the next host of the Games. KL2017
will take place on 19th to 30th August 2017 for the 29th SEA Games and 17th to 23rd September
2017 for the 9th ASEAN Para Games.
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THE RISING TOGETHER BATON RUN REACHES THE FINISHING
LINE IN SINGAPORE
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MASIS TEH TARIK SESSION HOSTED BY H.E. HIGH COMMISSIONER
15 MARCH 2017 @ RUMAH MALAYSIA
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LUNCHEON WITH CHIEF SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF MALAYSIA
HOSTED BY H.E. HIGH COMMISSIONER

10 FEBRUARY 2017 @ RUMAH MALAYSIA
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WORKING VISIT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY, GREEN
TECHNOLOGY & WATER (KeTTHA) TO SINGAPORE

23 - 24 FEBRUARY 2017

The Secretary-General of the Ministry of Energy, Green Technology & Water (KeTTHA), Dato’ Seri Ir
Zaini Ujang, visited Singapore from 23 to 24 February 2017. The visit was made to follow-up issues
on water supply to Singapore, which was discussed during the 2016 Annual Leaders’ Retreat. During
the visit, the delegation received briefings on Singapore’s western catchment reservoir, used water
management in Singapore, deep tunnel sewerage system and an overview on Marina barrage and res-
ervoir
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2050 NATIONAL TRANSFORMATION

NATIONAL TRANSFORMATION

2050

The 2050 National Transformation or Transformasi Nasional (TN50) is a new 30-year transformation
plan for Malaysia. It is a new vision for Malaysia, announced by the Prime Minister of Malaysia during
the 2017 Budget. TN50 aims to transform Malaysia into a nation of caliber with a new mindset. TN50
will span three decades, and the youths of all races will form the core of this new transformation plan.

On 19 January 2017, the Malaysian Prime Minister, Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib Tun Razak, launched the first
series of national discourse to chart the nation’s direction on a new canvas as the 2050 National
Transformation with some 500 youth leaders at Dewan Tunku Canselor, University Malaya. The general
goal for TN50 is for Malaysia to become a top 20 country in the world by the year 2050.

In the run up to the unveiling of TN50 in 2019, there will be a series of discussions on what the Malay-
sian identity should be by 2050 - in terms of how Malaysians view themselves as diverse Malaysians.

The Ministry of Youth and Sports is tasked to collect views from youths in the first few months of this
year, before moving on to other groups. The year 2017 will be spent collecting views from public with
2018 the year for the Government to have more focused discussions with experts to see whether the
views and suggestions are realistic. Near the end of the next year or early 2019, the Government will
form a policy document on TN50 to be announced by the Prime Minister.

“Let TN50 bear witness, (let it) be recorded in history that we are responsible citizens and forefathers,
to leave behind the best and he greatest legacy to be inherited by future generations. “From now on,
TN50 is our lucky charm. Let the old legacy pass. The future of Malaysia, we will recreate,” - Prime
Minister of Malaysia, Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib Tun Abdul Razak, 21 October 2016.
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FAREWELL CALLS BY H.E. DATO’ ILANGO KARUPPANNAN
HIGH COMMISSIONER OF MALAYSIA TO SINGAPORE

Farewell Lunch hosted by Minister Farewell Call on President Tony Tan Farewell Call on Prime Minister
for Foreign Affairs— H.E. Vivian on 18 April 2017 Lee Hsien Loong on 24 April
Balakrishnan on 11 April 2017 2017

Farewell lunch hosted by Permanent Secretary of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs Singapore, H.E. Chee Wee Kiong on 21

April 2017
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