Dr. Mahathir to receive honorary doctorate at DU convocation
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Dhaka University (DU) authorities are going to confer an Honorary Doctor of Law degree on former Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad at its 42nd convocation to be held on December 18, pushing the number of honorary degrees the DU authorities provided after its establishment to 37. 
Since the establishment of DU in July 1921 until December 2004, the authorities of the university conferred honorary Ph.D. degrees on 36 eminent persons from both home and abroad. 


The noted personalities who received honorary degrees included Sher-e-Bangla A K Fazlul Haque, Haro Prashad Shastree, Chandra Shekhor Venkataramon, Sir Abdur Rahim, Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, Sir Prafulla Roy, Sir Mohammad Iqbal, Sir Jadunath Sarker, Rabindranath Tagore, Sharat Chandra Chatterjee, Sir A F Rahman, Khwaza Nazim Uddin, Sultan Mohammad Shah Aga Khan, Dr Abdul Oahab Azam, Iskander Mirza, Ayub Khan, Jamal Abdel Naser, Chou En Lai, Satyendranath Bose, Dr Mohammad Shahidullah, Kazi Nazrul Islam, Ustad Ali Akbar Khan, Prof. Abul Fazal, Dr Hirendralal Dey, Dr Mohammad Kudraat E Khuda, Kazi Motahar Hossain, Prof Abdus Salam and Prof Amartya Sen. 


However, the preparation of the 42nd convocation is at the final stage, according to sources.  The authorities have fixed up a total cost of Tk 10 million for holding the convocation. The University Grants Commission (UGC) is expected to provide Tk 2.00 million and the rest Tk 8.00 million will come from the university's own fund. 
Students who obtained Bachelor degree in 1999, 2000 and 2001 and the Masters degree in 1998, 1999 and 2000 would receive their degree certificates at the convocation. 


Students obtaining Ph.D. or M Phil between January 2001 and November 2004 will receive their certificates at the convocation. 
The students awarded with gold medals since the last convocation will also be given the medals. 


A total of 27,324 graduates, post-graduates and Ph.D and M Phil holders are expected to attend the convocation. The graduates from Dhaka Medical College (DMC), Home Economics College, Leather Technology College and all institutes under DU from December 2001 to December 2004 have already completed their registration.  For registration, the bachelor degree holders had to deposit Tk 500 each and students with other degrees had to deposit Tk 1000 each as fees
