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...and over to you,

Dr Mahathir

By SHARIFAH ROZITA

KUALA LUMPUR,
Wed. In a brief,
half-hour meeting,
Datuk e r.
Mahathir Mohamad
was handed the chair-
manship of the Na-
tional Front this after-
noon.

At the gathering of
leaders of the 11 compo-
nent parties at Sri Ta-
man, oulgoing Prime
Minister Datuk Husseln
Onn officiully stepped
down as Front chalrman,

nominated Datuk Serl
Dr. M r as the new

chalrm
Sccepicd unanimously
by the component party
leaders.

He congratulated the
new chalrman and re-
corded his thanks to
Front leaders
bers for their full support
224 encouragement giv-
en to him since b= tool
over from the late
Razak.

He added that he was
confident the Front
would continue to have
the confidence and trust

" Fre problemn. he sald,
would be just “family
problems” and would not
affect the strength and

coming general elcc-
tions.

“When 1 say elections,
1t doesn't mean they are
going to come tomor-
row,” he quipped quickly.
This fast remark drew
Iaughter from all those
present

“Even If you ask me, I
wouldn't know,” he
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Prime Minister tomor-
row at 11 am. sat on
Datuk Husseln's right,
while Front secretary-
general Enclk Ghalar
Baba sat on his left.
MCA leader Datuk
Lee 8an Choon, MIC
trnldenl Datuk 8. San%
and PB
(Sarawas) leader Datuk
Amar Hajl Abdul Talb

Mahmud were also pre-
sent at the briefing for
the press.

The MCA leader, Da-
tuk Lee San Choon, said
the meeting recorded
with regret Datuk Hus-
scin's decislon to step
down as the Front chalr-
man and Prime Minlster
for bealth reasons.

However, the Front
thaiked him for taking

s step so that the |

dutles of the chalrman
could be discharged

itbout Jeopardising the
"u ‘belng of the party

country.

i sincerity and Inte-
grity have marked him
out as a statesman and
leader of high standing

,and his fairness acd

firmaess and uncom-
promising stand agulnst
corruptiva should be an
example o others:—

Datuk Hussein has
sacrificed much in his
political struggle to de-
velop the nation, Datuk
Lee added.

Under Datuk Hus-
seln's chalrmanship the
Front had carried out its'
activities with successt
und Increased Its politi-
cal strengtl, as shown i
its resounding victory Iu
the 1978 general elec-
hins.
| Datuk Lee sald Datuk
Husseln's sense of dee|
tlerance, patience and
moderation in politics,
economics and soclal uf-
alrs huve belped estab-
lish stabllity and unity In
Malaysta.



