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BOTH RAZALEIGH AND
MUSA GO FOR BROKE

KUALA LUMPUR,
Tues, — Finance Mi-
nister Tengku Raza-
leigh Hamzah and
Education Minister
Datuk Musa Hitam
are both going for
broke -— they are
contesting only the
Umno deputy presi-
dency in the party
election on June 26.

Tengku Razaleigh submit-
ted his acceptance papers
for contesting the post on
Friday, but it was kept
secret until today,

Datuk Musa's papers were sub-
mitted this morning by his politi-
cal secretary Encik Ajib Ahmad to
Umno  secretary-general  Datuk
?iustafa Jabar at Umno headquar-
ers,

The deadling for nominations
closed at 4,30p.m. today.

In the morning, Encik Ajib sub-
mitted Datuk Musa's acceptance pa-
pers for the deputy presidency as
well as a Supreme el post.

In a surprise move, he withdrew
Duatuk Musa's acceptance g:pera for
election to the Supreme Council in
the afterncon — at about 4p.m., 30
minutes before the deadline.

The reason for this last minute
change of decision was not clear,

Eacik Ajib told reporters Datuk
M wouu‘i km%o a full state
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Datuk Musa, who was, in Johore
for an audience with the Sultan, told
reporters in Johore Baru his state
ment would clarify his position.

The clash between the two senior

‘Ministers will degide who will be the

next Deputy Prime Minister once
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir moves up to
the Prime Ministership,

Datuk Hussein Onn is expected to

_step down as Prime Minister on July

10, and Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
sworn In,

The political futures of Tengku
Razaleigh and Datuk Musa will be
decided by the comin contest.

The Finance Minister had said
much earlier that he would contest
only the deputy presidency and re-
sign from the Cabinet if he lost,

“It s @ matter of principle, I be
lieve that if a leader does not enjoy
the support of the party members,
then he should not be in govern-
ment,”” he had said.

Datuk Musa had announced on
May 24 that he would be contestin
the deputy presidency as he believ
“Umno members should be given an
alternative.”

He, however, left open the ques-
tion of whether he would be going for
any other post as well.

The coming contest will be the
fiest time in Umno's history that
party delegates would be choosing
the man who is almost guaranteed to
be appointed Deputy Prime Minister.

In the dmsl, the deputy president.
had usually been voted in as he was
already the Deputy Prime Minister.

Tengku Razaleigh, at 44, is three
years younger than Datuk Musa, but
was in the party's decision-making
structure ahead of the Education
Minister.

He was elected to the Supreme
Council in 1963 and became one of
the three vicepresidents in 1975,

In the last party election three
years ago, he emerged as first vice-
president when he polled the highest
number of votes — virtually confirm-
ing him then as the number three in
the party behind Datuk Hussein and
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir.

Ten%u Razaleigh, who is also Ke-
lantan Umno chief, is now said to be
ahead in the East Coast states of Ke-
lantan, Pahang and Trengganu and
in Negri Sembilan.

Datuk Musa is said to be ahead in
Johore, his home-state, Malacca and
Kedah. The rest of the states are
said to be up for grabs,

The Education Minister first en-
tered politics as the political secre-
tary to former Transport Minister
Tun Haji Sardon Jubir.

He later contested a by-election
and joined Parliament as an MP. He
was appointed Deputy Commerce
and Industry Minister by former
Prime Minister Tunku Ahdul Rah-
man and served under the late Tun
Dr Ismail,

The Tunku later removed him
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from his government
post — at about the same
time Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir was expelled
from the party — and he
went to Sussex to read
for his Master’s degree
in International Rela-
tions.

He later returned and

became a lecturer in the -

University of Malaya be-
fore entering politics again
—  apparently at the
request of former Prime
Minister the late Tun
Abdul Razak,

Subs:gumtly. he was
Primary Indus-
tnes Minister and after the

1978 election, Datuk Hus-

sein appointed him Educa-
tion Minister.

In a recent interview
with the Utusan Malaysia,
Datuk Musa virtually en-
dorsed Tengku Razaleigh's
earlier statement tha
leader without the support
of the party should not be
in government.

The stand taken by
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MUSA'S PLANS ., . . as revealed In an exclusive o f
report on May 20,
20 elected members), thir

both  contenders means
that the Cabinet to be
headed by Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir will lose the ser
vices of one of them un-
less Datuk  Sedi Dy
Mahathir  can  persuade
them to remain in go-
vernment.

One way for Datuk Heri
Dr Mahathir to do this
could be by appointing the
loger to the party Supreme
Council.

(The Umno constitution
allows the party president
to a&pomt sevan nominees
to the Council, which bag

Datuk Seri Dr Manat th
has already advised
candidates and their gnal
parters not to get per e | tO
it: thc‘g hla;omml.s ai:;

u £p down the campa
“Umno delegates alr‘”’a

know the qualities

capabilities of them,”” J

Datuk Musa said 7 tf’
bore today he welc©,

this advice and said cd
would heed it. He ﬂd‘i
that it applied to o1

candidates who  are
testing  for posts ip
party elections.
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