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GEARING UP FO

IF THE life of the fifth Parliament was to run its
normal course, the general elections would be held
next year. But with the world economic situation
getting from bad to worse with every passing month
ind with our balance of trade running deeper in the
red, it would be prudent for any government to hold
the general elections now rather than allow the
situation to worsen,

Besides, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, like all Prime
Ministers before him, would like to kave the stamp
of legitimacy on his administration as soon as

ible.

Thus as he himself has said,the clections will most
probably be held in late March or early April when
the schools”nrc closed and the classrooms can be
used as polling stations.

The opening shots of the S ENS
coming election battle were  his intention to resign as
first fired last year when all  Prime Minister and with it
the major parties of both  the presidency of the Umilo
the Barisan Nasional and  as well in order to allow his
the opposition held  their i
general assemblies.

In all the major compo-
nents of the Barisan
Nasional there was some

be firmly zaddled before
leading th barisan into

blood letting in the fight for
er within the party but
in the end the quarrels were

patched up ‘and ranks
closed in the interest of
y unity.

a prepare

for the coming battle was
imno. The President, Tun
Hussein Onn  announced

For his stccessor,
Seri Dr"Muhllhir. sl' "

ain sailing, as he slj
ot e shees of Tun Fhoe
sein Onn without any trou-
ble and he is firmly in the
saddle now

But for the Umno deputy
presidency, the fight be-
tween Mush and Razaleigh

5

oA

was a titanic one. Although
the cracks of that battle

t. of
Tower cchelon ot Ieaders to
flex their muscles in the
fight for the divisional lead-
ership. Umno is now pro-
viding the wayang for' the
edification of the peaple of
this country,

There have been charges
and counter-charges of
cheating, chicancry, vote
buying and influence ped.
dling. Opponents even de-
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scended to fist fights and
throwing of chairs at meet-
in

is divisive force has

+ umed the top leadershi
2nd Umno president Datul.
Seri Mahathir warned
against use divided.
But since the spoils of the
coming battlc are great for
the successful ones it will be
very difficult to contain
such interneaine warfare,
There is the added prob-
lem of the change of old

for

guard,
Ppost of Mentri Besar, and

Bahan asal dari Arkib
Negara Malaysia

the infusion of “young"
blood to take the ;?lnmn.;:(
the ageing veterans,

If Umno is 1o survive
there must be a continuous
infusion of new blood, par-

and Tun Husscin.
And there is a need to bring
some of the MBs to the
centre 10 strengthen the
Cabinet.

Right now the divisional
elections are being held and
the fracas at Rantau Pan-
jang Division mecting has
caused deey concem 10 the
part rship.

y fathtul and

y
hopelull areall queuing up
for sclection either as state

or federal candidates.
Hence the lively interest
taken by these prospective.
candidates in the various

| elections that are taking
place all over the country.
t the years, since the

No. sirj /') 3] najional elections were first
n A.a xgduud in 1955, the
No, Penenm:mn \-quality of our candidates

and hence of our elected
representatives has steadily
improved. It was the late

opponents of Umno to
stand for aln:\iom.k The
outstanding example is Tun
Hussein Onn who later suc-
ceeded his_predecessor.
Under Tun Rezak oo, top
civil servants, Tan' Sri
Chong_Hon Nyan and
Datuk K. Patmanaban, en-
tered the
and stood for

minister and d
ter respectively.
Inthe ing elections,
am confident that both

tuk Seri Dr Mahathir
and Datuk Musa will take
the oppm‘lum(! 10 ¢asc out
veterans and introduce
an
blood as candidatcs,

that a uni--

versity education is an
advantage in an. elected

proven abilty il make 1
cxcellent State Assembly-

man or Member of Parlia- -

ment. He may even end up
Prime Minister.

A glance at the list of -
Prime Ministers of Britain .

will bear me out. In
Malaysia many of our

inisters have scrved our .

country with distinction
although they have not had
the benefit of a tertiary
education.

The MCA was the
second component of the
Barisan to bold it's general

political arena
jons,

They have now become
i deputy minis-

* independent_candidates
i rakan

¥ o N, A <o
A toarful moment for Hussein as he announces ‘hiz decision to step down s

Datuk Seri Dr Mm:ﬂlr, .

assembly. Months before it
was held, Was & Tun-
ning figh between the fac.
tion tting the Presi.
dent, Datuk Lee §.

hendquarters and its gene:
al assembly in peace.
MCA ‘now has a_war' of

< ‘words with the: Gerakan *

which threatens 1o break
out Into open warfare, This
e the mediation

e
ik 2.
In the last gencral elec.

and Ea-

tions in 1978, es; in

Penang, the MCA put up

inst crakan .
vice versa. The only be-
neficiary was the DAP,

allowed to conlest under
theit own banner — a la
Sabah.

efforts by Datuk Musa, -
ngku il

i
PM.

e
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R
wems against a house divided

1f this

ceded by the n
Nasional executive, it will
be the beginning of the end
of the Barisan. Sabah is
the only State where both
the ruling party and the
pasition party are

be emfers of

only ended when the latter P Positic
e MCA e jom e B en Nesionay iog
Vi where the cos s par-
ok e stn ChaeneS . et iowed o (e
. Datuk hoon 09.%: A K
‘Aug 1, Ipointed out o bim * 372 symbols during elec-
" - how the MCA was muna' 2 .\m from the use of
8 laughing stock of itseli | -aymbols there ‘are ¢
with its intemecine war- 3
fare. _ 1. of understanding and co-
" However, the bickerings -~ operation” between  these
::L:‘gwpedudlnmcx two = {lhen is the
openls the ne: of ing " over '
a i bpeladd -mMc;\mn.!oﬂ..

kan as rcpresented by
gn#k M_l‘f'uel'?\cn and of
-Dr Tan long jump- |
ing trom Getakan bac T
the MCA ™ ;

* There is o doubt that -
Datuk Michacl Chen is fair-

* ly popular with the Chinese

isno .
secret that the support for
DrTan Tiong Hong i slow-

sl away in Kepong «
s T enbre gy
seeking to stand in another
constituency in the Federal
Teritory — or will he jump
to Ulu ? A

Elsewhere in the country
the Gerakan has built up =
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A gellant Tengku Rarasieigh my.rumm, Datuk Musa after the uwlu for the Umno dcwlr, Y were Both for
the post but Datuk Musa emeroed the
some strength particularly Yeoh Poh San, the bud-
in Perak, Malacca and Jo-  ding youth leader may well
hore. They can cxpand want to stand in Sungei
their representation only at  Bes against Chan Kok Kit
the exper o! !he MCA.  or in Petaling against Lim
< has always  Kit Siang. Either way the
made it dear that they are is very dlunll
dturlninedhll all cost 1o mg
maintain the status quo
hiepe dcais-ado rocceres "" 4:;3?,7, Bahan asal dari Arkib

ed. les with
If they will not budge a 33,687, the highest in the
centimeter, where will the 1978 clecnons"hﬁme Lim Negara Malaysia
Gerakan have the chance  Ki( Siang, standing in a
1o enter the Poh"ril fray?  constitucncy of 50 ,611

Datuk Musa - tes got 41,405 votes anda
leagues will it le v m.]q.u, af 16,754, But
dom of Solomon to resolve ‘coh Poh San has youth on
the conflict between the hls side and the MCA is
MCA and the Gerakan.  much better organised now
Penang is another problem  and mm is less |n|:mll
wate at dispute betwesn  bickerin
these two companents of
the Barisan, The defeat of _  In other plm of the
the MCA under Tan Sri ~ country, the MCA has to
Wong Pow Nee by the face the DAP and perhaps
Gerakan in 1969 has'rank-  PAS. But the PSRM may
led in the hearts of the  well put up the odd non-

MCA since that fateful year M. f
and this year it is no secret  the only long-standing left-
that the MCA has sought to  wing party may well snatch
displace the Gerakan in  a scaj or two from the

ennng. .

They reckon this is the ‘The ncw threat that the
most_propitious time with  MCA faces will be the
the DAP in disarray and  Gerakan which has orga-
the agcing Dr Lim Chong  nised itsell on a Pan-
Eu quite likely to retire  Malaysia basis and it cer-
from the pohh cal arena.  tainly is not be prepared to

But the MCA must not  twiddic its thumbs and sit
count their chickens before  out the coming elections in
they are hatched for Dr  arcas where it had not
Lim Chong Eu may decide - A
not to retite and the DAP Il the DAP cannot ';ﬂ
has recovered much of their lM MCA 10 concede a few
lost gronnd. Though ey a wircd nreas
have abandoned their plans  held b the MCA or wh-ch
10 capture Penang by 1982,  the MCA contested in 1978
that has been postponed to  and lost to the DAP, it will
a later date. put up lent

Apart from the MCA-  dates and after the ¢lerf
Gerakan mix-up, the MCA  tions, if the DAP wins, the.
has_difficultics with the  clected ones can then de-
choice of undldllel clare_their allegiance for”
throughout the count: the Gerakan.

The Member for Raub, 3 “This was done fairly ex-
Tan Koon Swan, is the tensively in Penangin 1978,
cFluirmln of the MCA 1 it will be

)

His business mm:m are  the structure of the Barisan
in Kuala Lumpur and it is - which prohibits expansion
inconvenient for him to be - of component partics in
the MP of a contitue: constituencies that were
that is more than 1 allocated to them before.
kilometres away from - As Nomination Day draws
Kuala Lumpur. nearcr, the struggle be-
Will he take on Lee Lam  tween the MCA and the
My, in Bandar Kusla  Gerakanwill grow ininten-
u- pur ms‘;l:uk alzmr sify if not y then cov-
may we political et
vion for him? Or will he 1{eMCA wlllgoinm

uy 10 arrange an exchange - the coming genera

with the Nﬂ C in Dumnn- tions in a better shape lhm
1ara and take on V. Dm as compared with other
O the two challanges election battles. It is

is no doubt that the. lnm h

the less formidable fighter.  Datuk Lee San Choon. It

He is well advised to take  has totted up a fair record

on V. David where henced  of achicvement for the

not face a goliath and  community and the only fly
where PMPG 5 may  in the ointment is its rela-

well be good. tions with the Gerakan.

Sabah and Sarawak



