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Dzul ki fli Abdul Razak

THE witer was privileged to listen to the speech of the Prine Mnister at
the opening of the 10th Session of the Organisation of the Islanic
Conference Sunmit in Putrajaya.

On that day, the place, the event and the man seened to converge on one
vital elenent: the inportance of science and technology (S&T), wth
specific reference to Muslins.

Putrajaya is a made-in- Ml aysi a exanpl e of how S&T can be put to good
use as epitonmised by the architecture and wetl and and garden-|ike
envi ronnent .

The sumit, on the other hand, is about what happens if S&T is not given
its meani ngful place in devel oprent.

The man, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhammad, is an ardent advocate of S&T.

Since two decades ago, barely a year after he assunmed office, Dr
Mahat hir has been chanpioning S&T. In June 1983, he spoke about Islam and
technol ogy at an international conference with the sane nane.

At that tine, he was calling on Miuslins to instil in thenselves the
right spirit and attitude so that they can catch up with others in
t echnol ogy.

Again in 1987, at the opening of the 8th Meeting of The Islanic
Foundation for Science, Technology and Devel opment Scientific Counci
(1 FSTDSC), he spoke of the need for Mislimnations to enhance co-operation
in S&T.

There were many other occasions, the recent being the sumit, where he
was nore forceful in delivering the sane nessage to al nbost the same group
of nations.

This is historic as it was the first and | argest gathering of Mislim
heads of state and governnent, post Sept 11, 2001

In fact, in his |latest address, he paraphrased what he highlighted in
1987: "In the case of science and technol ogy, we know that our failure to
follow the injunctions of our religion has resulted in our present
weakness and being at the nmercy of our enem es and those who do not w sh
us well."

He concl uded the speech with a hope "to find ways and neans of
i mpl enmenting successfully the resol uti ons adopted by the 5th Islamc
Sunmit Conference in Kuwait, especially on scientific and technol ogica
co-operation".

However, the hope remains a dream since sumit after sunmit, the co-

operation anong Mislim community on S&T is still wanting
Effectively, nothing has changed, despite nmore than 15 years having
passed by.

Dr Mahathir, basing it largely on this, said: "Today we, the whole
Muslim ummah are treated with contenpt and di shonour. Qur religion is
deni gr at ed.

"Qur holy places are desecrated. Qur countries are occupi ed. Qur people
starved and killed."

No one would have dared to be nore candid about the Muslim state of
affairs.

So what hope is there this tine around? Not much, if not for a four-day
nmeeting of experts on "Science and Technol ogy for Industrial Devel opnent
in Islamic Countries" was held in Kuala Lumpur, ahead of the sunmt
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Decl aration, the summit agreed to undertake the devel opnent of S&T anpbng
menbers through regul ar conferences.

They al so agreed to set up a research and devel opnent fund to help in
the much-needed capacity-building, especially human resources devel opnent
in S&T.

However, the one that is particularly instructive is the setting up of a
S&T think tank.

This is in sync with the Prime Mnister's opening speech when he
referred, on at |east three occasions, to the need to think

Imploring that it is necessary to act urgently, he said: "This is
entirely possible if we stop to think, to plan, to strategise and to take
the first few critical steps.™

At another point, he said: "It is surely time that we pause and think.
If we had paused to think, then we could have devised a plan, a strategy
that can win us final victory."

Agai n, enphatically, he insisted that we cannot fight through brawn
al one. "We nmust use our brains also."

It is also in tandemwith not only science, but Islamitself, which
encour ages thinking and using our brains.

Moreover, we are in an era of brai npower where nunbers al one, even as
many as 1.3 billion Mislins, are inconsequential if nost of them only
think that they are thinking.

These are the harsh realities of today, a stern rem nder for Mislins to
adopt new mndsets and change the situation they have dug thenselves into

In fact, on two occasions in his speech the Prine Mnister quoted a
verse of the Quran stating that God will not change the fate of a
conmunity until the comunity has tried to change its fate itself.

And for this, thinking things anew is alnost a prerequisite. As Einstein
observed, a problem created at one |evel of thinking cannot be solved at
the same | evel of thinking. W need not only to think, but think out of
the box as well.

At this juncture, it is pertinent to point out what is amss in the
reconmendati ons put forward by S&T experts.

Sorely missed was the over-arching C, for “creativity'.

For wi thout creative and innovative thinking, the mnd (Mislins and non-
Muslims alike) tends to gravitate to the same old way, changing only
incrementally, if at all.

Unli ke the Muslim of before, Muslinms today seem to be bogged down with
form rather than substance.

As long as the formis preserved, nmany, especially anong the elite, are
confortabl e, reducing to naught nuch of the God-endowed talent to invent
and innovate.

Taking a hint fromthe first Miuslim Nobel Laureate in Physics, Abdus
Sal am when asked what has happened to science in the Islam c conmunity,
he replied:

"Not hi ng. Instead what we cultivated in |Isafahan and Cordova is now
being cultivated in MT, Caltech and at Inperial College, London."

It is not surprising therefore that the next Mislim Nobel Laureate in
Chemi stry, Ahned Zewail, comes from Caltech, United States.

It is not as though there are no Miulsins with enough creativity to nmake
a difference.

It is because in many Mislim countries, the environnment is shaped by
some archaic thinking that is repugnant to Islam and S&T. This forces nore
brain drain from these countries, depriving the nation even further.

Putting it differently, Zewail said: "W need, in effect, an “education
jihad" - a canpaign anmong all the Muslim countries to strive for
excellence in literacy and nodern science."”



In relation to this, he also nade nmention of his consultation with Dr
Mahat hir, whom he described as "truly a visionary |eader”.

I ndeed, Dr Mahathir has been |eading an "education jihad" ever since,
insisting that S&T be given its rightful role.

H's vision of this "jihad" is so conpelling that it will continue to
| ead and notivate many, Mislins and non- Musli ns.

For such reasons and nore, this colum would like to pay its highest
tribute to his |eadershinp.

Honorable Prime Mnister, sir, Milaysia is thankful to have soneone of
your calibre fromanong us, and you will be dearly m ssed.

However, your passion for S&T will continue to inspire us to achieve
Vi sion 2020 and 1441, God willing.
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