El Pais, 2" July 2004

MAHATHIR BIN MOHAMAD
Former Prime Minister of Malaysia

“Clash of Civilizations is due to the creation of Israel”

Last October, Mahathir bin Mohamad (Alor Setar, 1925) stepped down after
22 years as the Malaysian Prime Minister. A long mandate casting light and
shadow, in which the Asian country has reduced its poverty level to 5% of the
population. As an unavoidable reference in the region, Mahathir has even staged a
rebellion against financial policies from the Intemational Monetary Fund by
charging capital outflows from the country.

However, before stepping down, Mahathir left his peculiar imprint during the
Bangkok summit of Southeast Asian heads of state, where he blamed Israel — and
implicitly the Jewish — for the Islamic terrorist upsurge. He participated yesterday in
the West-East Dialogue, organised by Casa-Asia as part of the Forum of the
Cultures held in Barcelona, where he clearly stated he has not changed his view.

Question. Malaysia is a reference for economic and also democratic
success in the region. Is this an example for the rest of Islamic countries or just an
exemption which confirms the rule that Muslim societies are at odds with
democracy?

Answer. As all religions, Islam can be interpreted in many ways. The same
happens with Christianity. In Spain, the Inquisition used to bum people at the
stake, which is not very Christian but the interpretation by some people for political
reasons. It is the same with Islam. There is nothing in the basic Islamic principles
to stop Muslim countries to modernise, to benefit from new technologies and, of
course, to accept democracy because Islam is democratic. Conflicts are always
territorial. What we now call a clash of civilizations is due in fact to the creation of
the state of Israel by taking Palestinian territories and expelling the Palestinian



people. Since the Balfour declaration [by virtue of which Great Britain declared in
favour of the creation of a Jewish state in Palestine in 1917], the fight has not
stopped but escalated, leaving terror as the only weapon left.

Q. Do you think that Al Qai'da and global Islamic terrorism is a direct
consequence of the creation of the state of Israel?

A. Yes, | do. You cannot deny it because if you do, you are not facing the
problem. | have heard many arguments such as that the terrorist phenomenon is a
consequence of illiteracy, poverty, lack of food... it is nothing like that. If you have
nothing to eat in your country what you've got to do is fight against your
government, not go and set bombs in the United States because that won’t be of
any good. The problem is that some Muslim countries are not ruled by its own
people but by US allies and the US is perceived as the great ally of Israel who is
Muslims’ enemy.

Q. Do you think that the West really understands your stance over terrorism
as you spelled out at the Bangkok summit?

A. | clearly said | condemn Muslims who reacted against the attacks subject
to terror, killing innocent people, killing children. This is not the way. They will get
nowhere with that. | condemned those Muslims but | also condemned the Jewish
because they are to be blamed for all these conflicts. Revenge does not solve
anything. | said to them that other methods can be used and | mentioned oil. | am
sure that one can do something more than just tie a bomb to one's body and blow
oneself up.

Q. How is the terrorist threat affecting the South East Asian countries?

A. We have had terrorism in the region for a long time. We have had it in
Malaysia since 1948, even before independence. It's the same in Philippines or
Thailand. Sometimes for ethnical reasons and other times because some people
wanted to implement a communist regime to amms. It needs to be dealt with the
amy but also fighting its causes. In the case of Malaysia, the Chinese-origin
population was unhappy because the British did not grant them citizenship. We
granted it to them and treated them well and the support to terrorist groups
finished. Philippines, Thailand and Indonesia haven't managed to solve it. Now Al
Qai'da is pushing societies in the region to overthrown their governments and
constitute a great Islamic state including Indonesia, Malaysia and Philippines. It is



a conceited idea. We cooperate, exchange information on Al Qai'da’s objectives
and movements. We discovered its activities before 11" September 2001 and we
have managed to end their activities in Malaysia.

Q. Do you think it necessary that the US keeps more 100,000 troops in
Southeast Asia?

A. No. They are not helping anything. What are they protecting us from? We
have nothing to fear from China. We are neighbours and they have never invaded
us, never colonised us. The British, nevertheless, came from far away {o colonise
us. Now the United States wants to patrol the Malacca strait because they think
there is a possibility of a terrorist attack. If they get involved, they will have a
magnet effect to attract Al Qai'da.
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“El choque de
civilizaciones se debe a
la creacion de Israel :

1 M. MARTH FONT
o é Barcelona
El pasado mes de oc-
tubre, Mahatir bin
Mohamad (Alor Setar, 1925) de-
jo de ser primer ministro de Ma-
laisia (ras 22 afos en el cargo.
Un Jdrgo mandato, con sus luces
y sus sombras, en el que el pals
asidtico ha reducido su nivel de
pobreza hasta un 5% de la pobla-
cion y en el que Mahalir se ha
converlido en una referencia ine-
vilable en la region, protagoni-
zando incluso wna rebelién con-
{ra las politicas (nancieras del
Fondo Monetario Internacional
cuando gravd la salida de capita-
les del pais.
Antes de abandonar el poder
politico, sin embargo, Mahatir
quiso dejar su peculiar huella y

en la cumbre de jefes de Estada
. del Sureste de Asia, en Bangkok,

cargo en Israel, y por extension
e los judios, la culpz de la emer-

‘gencia del terrorismo. islamista.

Ayer pariicipd en Barcelona en
el Didlogo Oriente-Occidente del
Férum de Jas Culturas, organiza-
do por Casa Asia, y dejé claro
que sigue pensando lo’ mismo. .
Pregunta. Malaisia es un refe-
rente del éxilo econdmico y (am-
bién democrdtico en la regidn,
¢Es un cjemplo para los demas
paises islamicos o l2 excepcian
que confirma la regla de que las
sociedades musulmanas eslan re-
hidas con la democracia?
Respuesta. El islam, como lo-
das ias religiones, tiene muchas in-
terpretaciones. Lo mismo sucede
con ¢l crstianismo. En Espafia, la
Inquisicion quemaba genle en la

hogueni,lo que noes mily cristia-

10, 5ino ia mterpretacién hecha

por clerta genle por motivos pofi-

ticos. Lo mismo sucedecon el is-

lam. En los principios bdsicos del
islam no hay nada que impida
que los paises musulmanes se pue-
dan modemizar, beneliciar de las
nuevas echiologias y, por supues-
to, aceplar la democracia, porque
el isam es democriticn. Los con-
{lictos son siempre (erriloriales.
Lo que ahor2 llamamos el cho-
que de las civilizaciones se debe
realmente a Ja creacion del Esta-
do de Israel tomando tierra pales-
tina y expulsando a fos paleslinos.

Desde ia declaracién Balfour [por .

la que en 1917 Gran Bretafia se
promuncio a favor de la creacién
de una nacién judia en Palestina)
la lucha no ha ezsado de escalar
hasta llegar al terror porqueerala
finica arma que quexaba.

P. ;Usled cree que Al Qaeda y
el lerrorismo isldmico global es
gansecuencia directa de la crea-
cion def Estado de Israel? - ..

R. Si, lo creo. No se pisede
negar, porque si 5¢ nicga 0o se
afronia el problems. He oido un
montén de argumentos: que si el
fendmeno terrorista es conse-
cuencia det anallabetismo, de [a
pobreza, de la falta de alimen-
tos... No &s nada de eso. Si no
tienes qué comer en 1u pais lo
que haces es luchar contra tu Go-
biemo, no vas a tirar bombas en
Estados Unidos, porgue esto no
sirve para nada. El problema es
que algunos de los paises musul-
manes no estan gobemados por
su propia gente, sino por aliados
de los norteamericanos, v Esta-

_,,k

dos Umdos es perclhldﬂ como el

gran aliado de [srael, que es el

enemigo de los musulmanes,

P ; Cree que Occidente entien-
de bien su postura respecio al
{errorismo, 1al y como la expuso
en la cumbre de Bangkok?

R. Les dije oy claramente:
condeno a los musulmanes que
reaccionaron conlra los ataques
de gue son objeto con el lemror,
matando a genteinocente, malan-
do a nifios. Este no es el camino.
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No conseguiran nada asi. Conde-
né a los musulmanes, pero am-
bién condené a los judios, porque
ellos son la causa de todos estos
conflictos. La venganza no solu-
ciona nada. Les dije que hay otros
métodos y mencioné el petrdleo.
Estoy seguro de que se puede. ba-
cer-algo mids que atarse una bom-
ba al cuerpo y saltar en pedazos

P- ;Como esté afectando a los
paises del sureste de Asia [a ame-
naza terrorista?

1 _‘“'I"_-“ Con:
nista por [as armﬁs. ﬁy q
afrontarlo mihtam

del terrorisme. Eogl’ de I'\r
laisia hahia Jmatidf 60 por pi
te de la poblacién demgn chi
porque los briténicas no les ot
gaban la cindadania. Se Ja dim
y los tratamos bien y se‘acabhd
.apoyo a los grupos teroristas. F
pinas, Tailandia e Indonesia ot
via no han consepuido solucion:
lo-Ahora Al Qaeda inienta mo
lizar a las sociedades musulmai
de esta regidn para que derribe:
sus gobiemos y f'om:lar un g1

“;De qué nos protege
Estados Unidos? No

~ tenemos nada que

temer de China”

Estado islimico con lndones
Malaisia y Filipinas: Es una id
lantasiose. Cooperamos, inl
cambiamos informacida sobre |
movimientos y los objd:nrns de
Qaeda. Descubrimossys activic
des antes del-11'de sepl:lembr'e '
2001y hemas conseguidoacak
con sus :{cf.mdsdm ”Mgialsu

P. ;Cree -qu¢ “sof- nec&saru
las mas de-100.000 lmpa:s q
Estzdos Unidos manticng en
sureste de Asia? ™ =i C

R. No. No mnmbuym ar

"da. jDe qué nos protegen? T

tenemos nada que temer de Ci
na. Somos vecinos y nunca o
ha invadido ni nos ha coloniz
de, pero los britinicos llegar
desde muy lejos para coloniz:
nos. Ahora Estados Unidos qu
re patruller el estrecho de Ma
ca porque cree que hay posib
dad de un ataque terrorista. 82

invalucran tendrén el efecto

un imén para atraer Al Qaed:



