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LANGKAWI: Many people may not know this, but there was a time when Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad kept a beard and even Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali could not initially recognise him. And it was here that he grew it, when he was posted as a government doctor for six months in 1956. Sharing this episode with participants of the Asean Tourism Forum here yesterday, the former prime minister said the state surgeon posted him to Langkawi when he told him that he was getting married.  
“There was only one post for a doctor in Langkawi then and since I was getting married to another doctor, I was posted here before my marriage.  

“I thought it was a good opportunity to wear a beard although it was not fashionable then except among the Punjabis,” he recalled.  Dr Mahathir, who was the keynote speaker at the conference attended by more than 600 people, said his beard attracted passing remarks, especially when he turned up in court in Alor Star to give medical evidence.   

“In those days, Malays did not wear beards,” he said, adding that Dr Siti Hasmah had also failed to recognise him at first and turned away when he visited her at the Kuala Lumpur General Hospital. She did a double take and said ‘It’s you!' in surprise.   “There I was hiding behind a beard. So, there are a lot of things you can do in Langkawi,” he quipped to the laughter of those present.  

The participants at the conference included journalists, hoteliers, tour operators and travel trade personnel from various parts of the world.  
Above picture: Dr Mahathir admiring a painter at work in Langkawi Wednesday. Flanking him are Tourism Minister Datuk Dr Leo Michael Toyad (on his right) and Asean Tourism Association President Argus Salim Abd Razak (on his left).
Four tries but Mahathir still dissatisfied with memoirs
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PETALING JAYA: He has made four attempts to pen his memoirs, but Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad is just not satisfied with what he has written.  

“I started again and again. I think I am on my fourth start and I am still not able to write something readable,” he said in an interview with the Rotary Club Damansara West recently.   

The interview will be published in the programme book for the “Rotary Honours Tun Dr Mahathir” dinner in conjunction with Rotary International's centennial celebrations.  

The former prime minister will receive the Rotary Centennial Visionary Leadership Award during the event at the Legend Hotel tomorrow.   

Dr Mahathir said one of the reasons he found it so hard to write was that he felt embarrassed talking about himself.  

“Right from the word go, I tried to avoid a personality cult. This was one reason why when I became education minister, I did not allow schools or anything to be named after me.  

“I don't like talking about myself and now that I have got to write about myself, it is difficult because it looks like I am, as the Malay proverb goes, putting myself in a basket and carrying it (masuk bakul angkat sendiri),” he added.   

