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Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, ……….. this is fifth of …………. Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al-Haj…………. The Perdana Discourse Series fully sponsored …………… the discourse is one of the process ………….. past to the future leaders of Malaysia ……………. Built up an archive ……………….. from the past ………… 

Assalamu'alaikum wbt.…… dan salam sejahtera. Yang Amat Berbahagia Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad …………….. Yang Berbahagia Tan Sri Tan Sri, Puan Sri Puan Sri ……………….. Perdana Discourse Series on ……………. World Arena ………….share with us ………………. All our previous Prime Ministers …………. I am ……………. Deliver ………….key note address ……………… during ………….. Prime Minister………..many policies……….. nation building, economy, politic …………. Yang Amat Berbahagia Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad ……………… therefore I believe many of us ……………. Mind …………… single man ………..diversified ……………. This  man, this…………. Model in search …….. human capital as…………..development. …………..ladies and gentlemen ………… this ………………………
[00:12:07]

[Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad]
Bismillahirrahmanirrahim. Assalamu'alaikum wbt. Yang Berbahagia Deputy Naib Canselor UiTM, dif dif kehormat, tuan-tuan dan puan-puan hadirin sekalian. Firstly I would like to thank Universiti Teknologi MARA as well as the Perdana Leadership Foundation for again inviting me to speak on subject of “Positioning Malaysia in the World Arena”. I must admit that I feel gratified at the attendance today. Usually at 82 years old, people should really be confined to old people’s home, where they should wait the time. But to find that there are still people wasting their time or spending their time to listen to what I have to say, is very gratifying. So, thank you very much for your … . 

[00:13:42]

Now, as you all know Malaysia was once a British colony. Although it was not directly ruled by the colonial office, and we were designated as a British protected states, or British protecterates, but in actual fact, the British colonial office control us fully. And of course the area that they were most, most responsible for was the area of foreign relations and defense. Therefore before independence, we had really no knowledge about our foreign relations, accepting that we should accept what ever it is that is prescribe by our colonial masters and we did not quite know how to position ourselves when we ?attain? independence. Like most people we seek comfort, and we found comfort instinct with the people we know. And the people we knew at that time where the British and those who were with the British. Principally the countries of the British Commonwealth. There were not so many nations at that time [15:23]………. Of course Britain, Canada and New Zealand …………… Commonwealth. So our position at that time was ….. close to the Commonwealth . and of course …………… conditions, but in the end they granted us ……. So we have nothing against the British………. Should be with them …… therefore, initially,………… we position ourselves as member of ………. British where member of……………. Headed by the Soviet Union …………. Western group of …………..to this believe and we reject the eastern block….. because this is rejection of ……… eastern block is ….. made up of evil countries. Countries ……….. do harm to the rest of the world, and do harm ……….. for rejecting the eastern block……. We had a communist up rising …… in the jungle actually fighting ………. Where communist and therefore ……. By force of arms. So our reaction. Is not merely …….. Western Block ………. With communist who supported of course by the eastern block……. We continued to has ….. with the western block ………. Lengthy premiership of Tunku Abdul Rahman. ………. He could get on with British ….. so our foreign policy at that time.. I say democracy .. the communist also ……. The German democratic republic…………. Democracy is highjack by both sides………… also consider themselves as democratic…. We became a part of this block…. We where rather . for many things ………………. Our association with them.. we where a apart of ………… other discarded arms that we had……. We where ready in fact to participate…… attempt to …… communism….we believe …………domino theory………. There will be …. South East Asia………. And of course we where having problem…….. threaten by the communist …………. Anti communist ………… that was a logical .. for Malaysia at that time……….. we began …… of the world. Having just become independent……… Tunku Abdul Rahman was ………….. rethink our position. Should we ………….. should we always consider,……. Began to question the close association with the Western Block……. A little bit more independent…… in the country and therefore we should be anti ………………… but despite all this anti communist that we had, ……. This communist ……. May be there are other elements …… ideology but other local factors…….. when we had the Malayan Union……. to the extend that ………. Citizens. But when Malayan Union became…. The Chinese community .. Malaysian citizen, Malayan citizen……… where not really communist……. Communist up rising was largely Chinese……. They supported ………. That he should attempt to this ……. And he did this by giving the Chinese……. With out asking them …………. Communist. It was, rather it was a racial element. ………. We should not link race with ideology………………we had no relation with China…………….of enemy state. And of course we …….. we where people of the West………….some help……..fight against any communist attempt to get in Malaysia. ……… he …….. and he decided that instead of……………left and right, East and West, communist and non communist………affiliations……….but we can be still friendly with them……….. Malaysia should be friendly with every country…………. Malaysia was just part of the Western Block. …in the position…...but we belong to …………the non alliance movement…………. We have problem with Indonesia……….by the time Tun Razak………. The problem with Indonesia…….slowly moving towards non alignment…………..if you want to be friend……………… and also China………maters stroke of his part……….in Malaysia but because they are Chinese……. The 1964 saw a great victory ……….. because the Chinese ………. Have now change their minds…………..is also influence by ………..he should be a part of the non……..indeed he tried to do this during…to Ghana to try ……….solidarity organization…………but Tun Razak wanted me…………. I fail of course. I fail to bring Malaysia as a member…….. the Tunku scolded me…….but he was a way…….. I ……. Although I had explain to ………..we are quite liberal……….differ in our views….but what  I clear…………as Prime Minister, he began to show…………. With all countries and not going to be involve in any fighting……offend any one……………very long time……….we would …………. Western Block country …………. Unfortunately Tun Hussein…………foreign policy….. he just went ahead………….. Malaysia is a non alliance……….. I came on the scene………. We should be ………….. if I may talk ………….. but of course every body can criticized………… we should be critical…. And if you look carefully…… you will find that the western countries………….. we are not liberal enough…………. The judiciary………criticizing us………….. we move slightly away from the west………… the, the policy…….. actually .. different groups ……………. Around Malaysia……… especially……. Important for me……… almost as soon as………. Was I should make a ………… not to Mecca…… to Washington. So American . that he is trying very hard………. Point out to me………….. he assume of course that …… but I had decided………. But ASEAN countries……. So I did not say much to him……. That I have no wish to visit Washington………. So after the ASEAN countries …….. like Tonga, Fiji, Samoa………….. which are no use to you. .useful to us………. But these countries …. Should be just any country…………. We need to be friendly………… was to got to Samoa, to Tango and Fiji……… so this sets the positions of Malaysia………. With the powerful countries. .. like the United States and our position ………… the other non ……… Islamic countries………. Because, I did not make……….. Commonwealth meeting in Australia………… 4 years after I became Prime Minister ……. I use to tell people that …….. is dominated almost completely by…………. New Zealand and Australia……….. so, to me it is not a common wealth at all………. But I did go to ………….. in the Bahamas I think……………. In Vancouver………quite unusual…………. That Malaysia should play host………….. it is because the …… as part of our foreign policy………. Poor Commonwealth countries, third world countries….. but they did not want to come to Malaysia……… is another third world country………. And we where not a kind of people…………. Program, but we where regarded as…………… they might learn . but since they ……… to come to Malaysia…….. and sure enough … in 1989, practically all the …….. they, they all came here……. And they like to come to Malaysia…. As a third world country….. encourage……. That they also can do the same…. But clearly now our position in the world….. with third world countries………. Our priority………….. the third world…………but we are also especially …. to the third world country……… we have our.  …. To expose them…….. they welcome to copy them.
So you can see……….. Western Block country ……. That is more ………. A lot of people………they is nothing to offer you ……………….. a long time ago…….. so there is some gain, and later on………. Diplomats………….our people find easy…………..doors open very easily……… I went to ………… that we have here……….. I think gain more………a worth while effort……… because today Malaysia can goes in to these countries………….. other national oil countries…..but Petronas……… and that is because . these countries is poor…………to exploit……. For example Angola……… a lot of other countries………..but they need some body………Chad…….. is producing petrol…… the same with Sudan. Sudan was a very poor country, no oil at that time……….. Sudan have a reserve of 10,000 barrel …… by the, the government there, …. Malaysia was ……….. he came here for military training…….. today Petronas produces.. so it is not just a ……… bringing people .. we train Turkministan people for example………. In order to gain…. Wanting to help them in their training.          ………. We try to exchange….. develop . experience. We have out resources…………. They …… south African international dialogue…….. how to develop a country…….. to poor countries. . why should Malaysia ………… you know if you are friendly…………..but some where………. A friend who………. Making reference……… you a much more ……….but when you go to some………. Although I never carry a begging bowl……… and although we don’t have ………. To grow our country and make it fairly a strong economy……… 

This is very important… yes we borrow money sometimes……….. we do borrow in New York……….. what is our, strength……….. we really want to borrow………… and this country ……….. repayable within 40 years……….. so, because if you use your own money and pay this small interest……… but if you can borrow……….earn six per cent…….. I think it does…… that’s why we borrow.  …….. accept when we want to know our……….. managing the finance f this country.   …….. and had become ……….. to thumb his nose…… by positioning ourselves…. As not a ……….. link to any group… to be able……… that you are wrong. That has given us a lot of, I think credibility……….. and still survive……. Unwilling to say any thing………… damage to country which is critical to them…… powerful countries, but we still be able to attract………… people can not understand……… and yet attract investment to Malaysia……… that you have to learn.

So, what is our position now…….. close to poor countries, then to rich countries. . we are independent financially, we are independent,…… what we like and still survive………. Now id you talk about positioning……. We have choices…… of being fully independent…. Able to stand on our feet.. that is a position of Malaysia……….. of course until 2003……… we don’t care whether…. We run our own country, our own way……………are nit qualified…. Because we live in this country………. On us, so that is ………. In the international arena………… and I think we are not done too badly…….. that I need to cover……… stop here and wait for the

[Chairperson]
I know………. Now before  .
[Questioner 1]
Tun, the, perhaps,……………. Could you comment on that……….

[Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad]
….areas involve………….. Look East Policy………… because all developing countries look to the West, to Europe………… the best source ……….. our conclusion is that …. And therefore they have forgotten………. To become an industrialise………… but they have forgotten……….. how do you do this things…………. Of struggle………. Newly industrializing………. It is better to look………… we not forgetting………. Would provide us with lessons…….. upon the Look East Policy…………….. that was what we wanted to learn from………. Way of looking life at work………. About their work ethic…….. the way they work  their government . ……………. Where the government work with the private sector……. In Japan it is life time employment………. Decision making process……….. ensured them a good success… it is not ………… the way they develop their country.

[Questioner 1]
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
[Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad]
…. To overcome ……….. how not to do the wrong thing………. We should avoid……….. all the way through………. They began to built, ………. Their banks…… become very very transparence………… but nay change that any sudden………… then they have trouble………. In the middle of Osaka, in the middle of Tokyo………… they live there………… the ………. You don’t go home, you don’t want to see………… of course in the West,………. But in Japan no, …………… in the city,………… and try to make toys…….. but they will not go home. …………….. government decided to prosecute companies……… the Ministry of Finance………… to make sure that they are succeed……… and that was very ………. And there were lots more………. And therefore by seeing how wrong…………… we can avoid these things.
[Questioner 2]
……. You were slightly ……… even Australia………… now but ………….but may be a hero………… size of ………… which you started……….. and would this enhance…… in the world arena.

[Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad]
We were critical sometimes…………. We may lose…….certain factors……….. US government policy………… some of them are very much against their government …………… if you punish Malaysia, you are ounish American companies. ……………. And invest here, but we are …………. We, we meet them, I mean ………….. the Ministers………… a proposal………. But a part from that……….. we can not allow……… but built up the trade with other companies.          ……………. Visiting this country…….. and as a result today ………. We are the 25th ……………… but we still depend upon trade………. And as you say, our criticism…….. has grown fastest of all…………… because .. we want our neighbours to be prosper……….. I think we should continue especially now……….
Are we …….. because we value this trade……… if we want to be …….. and you, sometimes when you take risk…. We need to say………. No one want to criticize………. Israel is a kind…………. The total number of ………. And yet………… these are the people who are providing……….. hospital, schools,………….. could the Israelis do this…………….. we want to be friend with Mr. Bush………. And he is dislike in his own country…………. Behind Israel is the US………….. all this, uranium , depleted uranium is come from America………….. America is the culprit

We have to ……………… on this thing………. To weaken the United States. United States …………… difficult for us to deal……… and this has to be, to be brought to …. And I think there was ….. they may have ……..but its not invade Malaysia…………. So even, the, the Deputy Sheriff…………….

I don’t mind ……………… but I think unless………. They are going to get away……… they do all kind of nasty thing…………… left our either………. As guilty as American………… and in Iraq of course………… now they are killing dozens every day……….. democratize the world……….. right in their faces…….

[Questioner 3]
………… my Question is about OIC…………….. and especially to Malaysia. Secondly……………. Thank you Sir.

[Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad]
………….. and that’s all…….. this group ….. some who are neutral…….. and a very very few who are ………. And this very few…………. Those who are capable to do something……….. today the price of oil is………….. these companies………. 50 US dollars……….. and each barrel gives you ……….. every day 500 million ……….. 1 billion 800 million ………….. how much money these companies have…………. Because our people will suffer if can not sell the oil………. Even ……….. survive for a quite a long time………… hold their reserve in American dollar…………… yet, as I say ………….. of course if you go to……………….. currency notes because the value will go down…………. Its use all over the world………….. I am told by a reliable people,……………… simple design…… there’s been no change……… and things like that………….

So why are you using it?.............. in this currency…………… supposing we devalue the American currencies…………… to kill Iraqis and to kill Labenese………….. now supposing we reject …………… or you pay us in gold…………. Of American useless dollars………. Would not be able………… and what ever in order to kill……………. He was at that time not………. Why not stop using…………. Islamic develop bank…………… I was trying to tell him how to make more money.
Today the Euro…….. I’m asking him how to make………… I don’t know………. The OIC is the very powerful organization leads by…….

[Questioner 4]
Tun, ………. In the world arena………….. on economic ………. My question is………….. on urging immediate seize fire………….

[Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad]
…………. to do things ………. When they are winning…… but at the moment… is winning. ….. they believe………… when ………… over nine eleven……….. why, why should we stop………… we should do things own our own……… Malaysia should reject the US Dollar………….. you can quote the US Dollar but pay in Euro…………. I even criticize Petronas………… may not be taken. …… I’m not a dictator yet. I was once a dictator………….. in London. He’s a very rich man……… he made several million……………. 1 dollar and eleven cents………. A lot of money…… but of course …………. By switching…………. We may not have a world wide impact………. Please………….. no, I don’t think…… so you can succeed.. thank you.

[Questioner 5]
Good morning Tun………………… …. Tun if I may asked,………… the real friendship…………. Very right fore sight and vision of yours……. Towards China today………….. it was totally ignored by …………. Still fighting the communist………….. and be friend the China…………… what was. Thank you.

[Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad]
. Malaysia is very well regarded by………… and they think that Malaysia…………. Initially we much against the ……….. now the reason why we decided………. That China after……… has changed………….but they has changed their……………….. historical. We traded ………… and other things from China…….. and we continued ………… when ………… and we …………… of course we also traded with Arabs……… long ago Malaysia was already a trading nation……………….
… committed some ………. And jailed…………… came to Malacca and conquered Malacca……… never conquered us, never……….. but you jailed ………. And conquered Malacca………… they are not aggressive…. We can be friend them………. Because their ideas of ………… to have, in the end to conquer their trading partners……….. it is going to be………….

We know Chinese in Malaysia…………… and they have been very successful…………. By 1.3 billion in China…………instead of………… that’s what motivated us.

[Chairperson]
……….

