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Opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim has yet again slammed his suspension from Parliament as 

a flagrant abuse of power by ruling party Umno. 

 

NONE“I don't see any reason to rush through my suspension. All this is a flagrant abuse of 

power. I don't think they have the patience to respond to the issues raised,” he said. 

 

In a press conference at the PKR headquarters in Petaling Jaya this morning, the Permatang 

Pauh MP (left) also called the charges against him as Umno's “hypocrisy”. 

 

“For more than a decade, I have been demonised by Umno for having Jewish friends and 

being 'pro-Jew'. And now they enter into an agreement with an Israeli-linked company. 

 

“Can you have a working relationship with Jews? Of course it's not a problem. But what I 

want to show is flagrant hypocrisy on Umno's part,” he said. 

 

NONEThe Dewan Rakyat yesterday had passed the motion to suspend Anwar for six months 

over his statement linking Prime Minister Najib Abdul Razak's '1Malaysia' concept with the 

'One Israel' slogan, with the international public relations and consultancy firm Apco 

Worldwide allegedly behind both campaigns. 

 

Anwar, Karpal Singh (DAP-Bukit Gelugor), Azmin Ali (PKR-Gombak) and R Sivarasa 

(PKR-Subang) were suspended for contempt for criticising the parliamentary disciplinary 

probe after Parliament called a vote without debating the motion. 

 

'Why is Apco so powerful?' 

 

Anwar, in a joint press conference together with the other Pakatan MPs, also reiterated that 

he was never given a chance to defend himself when the Parliament's rights and privileges 

committee probe started in March. 

 

NONEThis is despite Minister in the Prime Minister's Department Mohamed Nazri Abdul Aziz 

and speaker Pandikar Amin Mulia saying that Anwar had been given many chances to 

explain himself. 

 

“(Nazri) is not telling the truth... I was not given a chance to testify at all, I appeared with a 

counsel on June 9 and then the committee adjourned to make a decision on whether the 

counsel is allowed. 

 

“Not once was I given a chance despite our repeated appeals to add to that,” Anwar said. 

 

Anwar had also questioned why Apco. who had claimed themselves to be a professional 

consultancy body, had become involved in this country's politics. 

 

“Why is Apco so powerful in this country?” asked Anwar, who also swiftly called for Apco to 

take responsibility over their suspension. 

 



Letters to international parliamentary bodies 

 

Mahfuz Omar (PAS-Pokok Sena), who was also at the press conference, also said that 

Pakatan will be writing in protest to the International Parliamentary Union as well as the 

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. 

 

He also likened the episode to the Ali Baba Bujang Lapuk comedy by P Ramlee. 

 

“In the movie, there are characters such as the chief robber and Sergeant Pendek. Sergeant 

Pendek likes to gamble and he would throw a dice that has 'two' on each of its sides. 

 

“The speaker, like Sergeant Pendek, has made up his mind on the final decision whatever 

the outcome is. That is why there is a vote without (Anwar's) defence,” he said. 
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