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Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Mizan Zainal Abidin today expressed concern over the
tendency of certain quarters to raise sensitive and racial issues and politicise matters which
they should not.

He said the sovereignty of the Malay rulers, the position of Islam as the religion of the
federation, the special position of the Malays and natives of Sabah and Sarawak, and the
legitimate rights of the other races encompassing citizenship and fundamental rights, as
enshrined in the Federal Constitution, should not be questioned so as to avert disunity.

"I urge all quarters to uphold the rule of law and the constitution," he said when opening
the first meeting of the fourth session of the 12th Parliament.

Tuanku Mizan said that though Islam was the religion of the federation, there was healthy
practice of moderation in the country which enabled other religions to be practised in peace
and harmony and these religious festival days were also recognised and regarded as public
holidays.

He said it was hoped that to ensure peace in the country, non-governmental organisations
would avoid touching on issues which could jeopardise harmony and undermine the nation's
image when implementing their programmes and activities.

The Yang di-Pertuan Agong said that although the economy was now going through rapid
recovery, as a nation that practised open economy, Malaysia must be sensitive to external
factors such as the uncertain global economy which posed a challenge to efforts towards
strengthening the country's economy and subsequently the efforts to achieve a developed
nation status with high income in 2020.

However, the King hoped that the Government Transformation Plan and Economic
Transformation would benefit the people fully so that they could enjoy the improvement in
the quality of life including education, health, housing transport and public amenities.

Tuanku Mizan also congratulated the government on Malaysia's success in being placed on
the 10th spot in the World Competitiveness Report 2010 but hoped Malaysia would not be
quickly satisfied with the achievement.

On education quality, the King said educational transformation at the school level,
particularly pertaining to the standard of curriculum introduced would be able to raise
further the education quality.

Tuanku Mizan also called for an improvement in the quality and skill of teachers and
lecturers in teaching and learning besides maintaining dedication and integrity.

The King welcomed the strategic cooperation between the police and armed forces in
tackling crime such as using military camps to train police personnel, to absorb former
soldiers into the police force and to carry out joint patrols.

"I'm most impressed by this development because previously such strategic cooperation



had been rare. It was a positive development that would bring much benefits to the people
and country," he said.

In tackling corruption, Tuanku Mizan called on all quarters to give solid support and
confidence to the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) in fighting corrupt
practices, power abuse and irregularities in the country.

The Yang di-Pertuan Agong recorded his appreciation to everyone involved in 'Ops Piramid'
to bring back Malaysian students from Egypt following the unrest in that country recently.

He also congratulated national athletes who had brought glory to the country at the
international level, including at the Commonwealth Games, Asian Games and the Suzuki
AFF Football Championship, besides hoping that Malaysian athletes would continue to
perform excellently at the Olympic Games 2012 in London.

- Bernama
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