Malaysia, Saudi Arabia sign security pact
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Malaysia and Saudi Arabia have signed a security and intelligence sharing agreement
geared towards stopping terrorism and fighting organised crime, a report said today.

The pact comes after Malaysia uncovered an attempt by Islamic extremists led by a Syrian
scholar with suspected ties to al-Qaeda who were planning to blow up houses of worship
last year, and amid a surge in drug traffickers from Iran.

The suspects, mainly students who have all been deported, were also trying to revive the
South-East Asian terror group Jemaah Islamiah (JI) by attracting new members from
Malaysian universities.

Prime Minister Najib Abdul Razak said his government would tighten security to prevent a
resurgence of JI, which is blamed for a string of major attacks in the region including the
2002 Bali bombings in neighbouring Indonesia.

Interior Minister Hishammuddin Hussein said the partnership will enable Kuala Lumpur and
Riyadh to fight international terrorism, drugs smuggling, forgery, counterfeiting, arms
smuggling and money laundering.

"It will result in more frequent contact between senior officers from the kingdom and
Malaysia and it will be a platform to evaluate the programs agreed by both parties," he was
quoted as saying by the Star newspaper.

"I'm hopeful that the agreement will enable us to enhance security not only in Malaysia but
across Asia," he added.

Malaysian police on Monday said they had seized six grenades from a hotel in the capital
last week and were investigating possible links to terror groups.

Unlike neighbouring Indonesia and Thailand, moderate Muslim-majority Malaysia has
remained largely free of terror attacks but there are fears that lax policies could create a
haven for jihadists.
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