Peace index: Gov't should remain vigilant
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Opposition leaders have called on the government to remain vigilant despite Malaysia achieving the rank
as the most peaceful country in Southeast Asia, cautioning that threats can still occur in a peaceful
country.

Contacted for his views on the recent rank which placed Malaysia the most peaceful country in the region
and 16th in the world, DAP deputy chairman Dr Tan Seng Giaw said there should be more openness to
foster a vibrant democracy in the country.

The Home Ministry, he said, should be more alert in handling factors such as religous and race issues.
"We must remember Norway is ranked among the most peaceful country in the world but the attacks on
Friday (which killed 93 people) have opened our eyes that peace can come under threats," he told
Bernama today.

Dr Tan, who is Kepong MP, hoped that Malaysia would be spared of the crisis such as those affecting
countries in the Middle East.

Meanwhile, PAS vice-president Salahuddin Ayub said Malaysia will be able to improve on the raking if the
government allowed freedom of speech and gatherings to voice opinion.

"l hope that the government can be more open in dealing with these basic demands for our common
good," he said.

- Bernama
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