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Deputy Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin has ordered the English Language Curriculum Division to have 
a relook at the learning of the language in schools to ensure students can master it as a second 
language. 
 
Muhyiddin, who is also education minister, said he had directed Education director-general Abdul Ghafar 
Mahmud to carry out a review on the learning of English Language in school. 
 
"How the national education system involving 13 years, with five years of secondary school, is still unable 
to provide our students with a good grasp of the English Language, I, myself, am incapable of answering," 
he said in his speech during a visit to SMK Felda Maokil, Labis today. 
 
Muhyiddin said the review might determine if the weakness was due to a shortage of English Language 
teachers, equipment or due to other causes. 
 
He said mastery of the English Language was important because it was the main language in 
international communication and the economy. 
 
He also rejected the perception that implementing the 'Uphold Bahasa Melayu, Strengthen the English 
Language' policy had resulted in the Education Ministry neglecting the English language. 
 
Muhyiddin also said the ministry had carried out a comprehensive survey of the nation's educational 
infrastructure, in its effort to provide the infrastructural need of schools. 
 
He said, although his ministry had received a development allocation of between RM5 billion and RM6 
billion, the amount was not enough because of the large number of schools in the country and the rapid 
population growth which required the constructions of new schools. 
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