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A strange irony of history has emerged to suggest a link between the alleged communist leader of the 
attack on the Bukit Kepong, on the one hand, and a top Umno politician who has of recent expressed 
among the harshest criticisms of his memory. 
 
According to PAS, Deputy Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin's father Mohammad Yassin was actually the 
teacher of 'Mat Indera', the pre-Merdeka nationalist implicated in the deaths of police officers and civilians 
following an attack on the Bukit Kepong police station in 1950 during the communist insurgency. 
 
The irony goes even further with the revelation that Mat Indera may even, at one point, have sought the 
hand of Muhyiddin's elder sister. 
 
“Mat Indera wanted to marry the sister of DPM Muhyiddin Yassin, but Mat Indera's father was not 
agreeable to it,” Johor PAS Youth chief Suhaizat Kaiat wrote on his Facebook page after meeting with 
Mat Indera's younger brother Johan Shah at the latter's home in Penjara Air Molek, Johor Bahru. 
 
According to Suhaizan in his Facebook posting, Mohamad 'Mat' Sabu and Johor PAS commissioner Dr 
Mahfodz Mohamed were present at the meeting with Johan. 
 
“It was the British who accused Mat Indera of being a communist,” said Suhaizan further. Mat Indera was 
eventually captured and executed by the colonial authorities. 
 
Suhaizan's remarks following a barrage of attacks on Mohamad Sabu following a speech in which he 
described Mat Indera as the real hero in the Bukit Kepong incident, not the Malay police officers, as they 
were serving to enforce the laws and administration of the British colonial government. 
 
Muhyiddin has been among the more vociferous of Mohamad Sabu's critics following the latter's remarks. 
 
Tortured, banished 

 
Recounting his meeting with Johan, Suhaizan said he was told that Johan, his father, stepmother and 
grandfather were tortured by the British colonialists before being banished to Singapore between 1950 to 
1954. 
 
“People were afraid of the British”, said Suhaizan, which is why nobody defended Mat Indera when the 
latter was prosecuted by the British. 
 
Among the other facts that Suhaizan said were related by Johan were: 
 
    * Mat Indera was the second eldest child of eight children. His mother died when Johan - the 
youngest - was two years old; 
 
    * The British offered a 25,000-dollar reward for Mat Indera's capture before the Bukit Kepong incident. 
After the incident, the reward was raised to 75,000 dollars; 
 
    * Mat Indera arrived at the site of Bukit Kepong during the last moments of the incident, and was not 
involved in the attack on the police station; 
 
    * Mat Indera saved the life of one police officer by the name of Yusof Rono; 
 
    * Mat Indera was appointed by the then-Johor government as a religious studies teacher. He was 
issued a uniform and official songkok. He had studied under a renowned religious scholar by the name of 
Tuan Guru Fadil; 



 
    * johor pas youth visit mat indera brother johan shah 060911 mohamad mat sabuMat Indera was 
hanged to death at Kampung Jambu Air in Taiping in the year 1953, and was buried separately from the 
other graves in the cemetary; 
 
    * Mat Indera never married. 
 
In a statement, Johor PAS Youth said it will hold a press conference tomorrow together with Johan 
(seated in the middle, above) at the party's national headquarters in Kuala Lumpur. 
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