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Catholic Bishop Paul Tan Chee Ing described the statement from the Sultan of Selangor on the Selangor
Islamic Affairs Department (Jais) report on alleged proselytisation of Muslims by Christians at the
Damansara Utama Methodist Centre last August as “dipped in the ambiguity that would make wanton
accusations against Christians no more difficult in the future than it is now.”

bishop paul tan“Begging the Tuanku’s pardon, how is it possible to assert that there were attempts to
deviate the faith of Muslim attendees at the dinner function at the DUMC but there is, then, not sufficient
evidence to prefer charges,” queried the titular head of Catholics in the Malacca-Johor diocese, in an
immediate response to a statement on the matter issued today by the sultan.

“If there is not enough evidence, there ought to be no imputation of wrongdoing —it's as simple as that!”
exclaimed Tan (left), who is concurrently president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Malaysia.

“As it stands now, the sultan’s statement paints the Christian organisers of the dinner function as having
been given a discharge not amounting to acquittal from accusations that they proselytised to Muslims,” he
asserted.

“I would have much preferred no statement at all to one that is neither here nor there,” offered the
Jesuit-trained prelate.

"Christians have waited patiently for exoneration from false accusations by people whose intent is to
grandstand on behalf of their losing causes,” said the bishop.

“It's a good thing the general election is imminent, because there seems to be no let-up in this ugly
campaign of innuendo and insinuation against Christians, so that the ballot box becomes our only
recourse from persecution by vile slander,” he concluded.
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