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VOXPOP 'If a Muslim name makes a person a Muslim, you better catch that Kelabit boy and Minister in 
the PM's Dept Idris Jala for being a Christian.' 
 
Religious status: Case sent back to High Court 
 
Faz: Name alone cannot be a general reflection of one's religion. So, if all of them verified that they are 
practising Hindus, then they are Hindus and not Muslims. So what is the fuss all about? 
 
Anonymous_3f51: Muslim names, my foot! Here in Sarawak we have Nordins, Sallehs, Tahirs, 
Maimunahs and Kassims who go to church on Sundays and eat pork. 
 
Who is the best judge of one's religion if not the person himself? 
 
Ong Guan Sin: Sadly, the Federal Court is increasingly behaving like the Najib Razak administration - 
when it comes to making a stand, it always evades its responsibility in trying not to make certain quarter 
unhappy. Such judges have no courage and fail to discharge their duty. Sigh. 
 
Jesmine: Freedom of religion? If someone does not want to be a Christian, it will be sad for me but it is 
still the individual's right to do so. 
 
If someone does not want to be a Muslim, why drag him to court. Where is the individual's right? 
 
My fellow Muslims, let the people choose which religion they want to believe in. If they deviate, we can 
coach them back, but never do we use force or God will be angered. 
 
Lover Boy: The issue as I understand it is that Zaina Abdin Hamid has a Muslim name but professes he is 
Hindu. 
 
We have five Muslim judges who cannot decide on this simple issue and who are wasting judicial time, 
which is taxpayers' money. 
 
It is a simple point. If a Muslim name makes a person a Muslim, you better get Jais or Mais to catch that 
Kelabit boy and Minister in the Prime Minister's Department Idris Jala for being a Christian and a church 
leader too. 
 
It is pointless for me to tell you of the situation in Indonesia or Palestine where Christian and Muslims 
share the same names. 
 
Podeh: Religion is mass delusion - throughout history it has caused untold misery, oppression of the poor 
and illiterate, for example, the Spanish Inquisition where cruel torture resulted in millions of death. 
 
Religion refuses to face up new knowledge; Gallileo was persecuted when he proved that the earth 
revolved around the sun, not the other way round as believed by the then pope. Of course, Gallileo was 
correct but he was ostracised till he died penniless. 
 
It has not stop; look around us in the world today, how many religious wars are taking place? Even a 
brand new eight-month-old country like South Sudan is already mired in a religious war. 
 
Religion continues to be the number one cause of death in the world today, not disease or famine. I have 
no intention to undermine people who have religious faith; I am only pointing out the obvious which 
millions refuse to see. That' religion for you. 



 
 
Kita to be dissolved, announces Zaid 
 
Dood: Zaid Ibrahim, rightly or wrongly, and whether you are sincere or whether your decision to dissolve 
Kita is just a political ploy, the damage has already done. 
 
You have already burned your bridges on both sides of the political divide and now, after finding that Kita 
has little or no popular support, you decide it's best to close shop to "prove" that you support Pakatan 
Rakyat and not Umno-BN. 
 
You criticised some of your members for being openly critical of Pakatan. Yet, wasn't it not too long ago 
that you were the one slamming Pakatan on a regular basis? 
 
What were the reasons for you leaving PKR and Pakatan in the first place? Do you remember what you 
said and what you did? We remember. 
 
Still, I suppose it is better that you have repented now, than not at all. Let this be a lesson to you and 
know that you have a lot of respect and trust to regain from a public that has lost almost all faith in you. 
 
Gordian Knot: Zaid, that's the correct thing to do. You are an intelligent man but a political party cannot be 
founded on one albeit intelligent man alone. 
 
Some of the causes which you have stood for, and still stand for, are indeed noble and worthy of 
recognition. 
 
Do not spoil them all again by trying too hard to get elected. I think you should not even try to join another 
party or stand for election in GE13. You will make a good chief justice when Pakatan takes Putrajaya. 
 
By Election Fan: Zaid, your support for Pakatan and your decision to dissolve Kita are welcome. 
However, please do not attempt to rejoin PKR or any other Pakatan party. You are not welcome. 
 
Opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim, please do not allow this loose gun back in. He cannot work with others 
as a team and his loyalty is questionable. 
 
Gandhi: Zaid, there's a saying that no one can put a good man down. You are surely not in the league of 
Zulkifli Nordin, Hasan Ali and Ibrahim Ali. 
 
You are more down to earth than all of these troublemakers. It's too simplistic to say that you are 
interested only in top posts. They are childish to come to that assumption. 
 
A sober person like you should see that change is imminent. The dissolution of Kita is a good decision. I 
hope that you stand in an urban constituency and clinch victory. 
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