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It is all right for Prime Minister Najib Abdul Razak as a Muslim leader, to attend non-Muslim religious 
celebrations like Thaipusam if he follows established guidelines, said former Perlis Mufti Mohd Asri Zainul 
Abidin today. 
 
“As a (national) leader and administrator, attending (a non-Muslim religious celebration) to give advice is 
allowed, as long as he is not involved in the disciplines and rituals of another religion,” said the Oxford 
University visiting lecturer. 
 
Asri said that Muslim leaders attending such events cannot display aspects of their dressing, or perform 
any act, that condones the rituals of another religion. 
 
“The only error was that the PM was involved in a ritual. That does not mean he is apostate. Maybe he 
was not given proper advice,” opined the former mufti.     
 
Asri explained that the proscriptions of Muslims attending non-Muslim religious celebrations are not 
absolute and depend on the situation at hand. 
 
For one, he said, that those involved in administration of the event and public order such the police, are 
allowed to attend. 
 
Perlis mufti Juanda Jaya agreed, blaming the premier’s religious advisors for neglecting to advise him 
better. 
 
“Guidelines about this matter are there. I am disappointed with the PM’s religious advisors. This will mar 
the PM’s image,” he lamented. 
 
Last week, Najib attended the Thaipusam celebrations in Batu Caves, wearing a light yellow Indian kurta. 
 
Last week, Najib attended the Thaipusam celebrations in Batu Caves, decked out in a light yellow kurta 
(an Indian traditional outfit). 
 
He was draped with a silk cloth and also donned the traditional Indian flower garland. 
 
Najib’s actions had drew the ire of Perak mufti Harussani Zakaria, who slammed the leader and 
expressed disappointment, accusing Najib of cheapening the Muslim faith with his annual Thaipusam 
visits since becoming PM, despite advice to the contrary. 
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