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After the 2008 general election, Pakatan could not fulfill a lot of the promises in their 

election manifesto for the very simple reason that their implementation required the 

cooperation of the federal government. 

 

One good example was the promise to hold local council elections. 

 

Pakatan states were willing and able to hold local council elections and this was shown by 

the Penang government's resolve when they passed a state assembly legislative law 

empowering them to hold them. 

 

This however was thwarted by the federal government and the Election Commission which 

refused to cooperate to allow the Penang government to hold the elections. 

 

The crux of the problem facing Pakatan was that as long as the federal government remains 

with the BN government, it will continue to face problems implementing the promises made 

in their manifestos. 

 

This scenario should change immediately if federal power were to go to Pakatan. In the 

most optimistic scenario where the Pakatan government takes control of Putrajaya, the 

following policy implementation should be effected without undue delay. 

 

1. The Publications and Printing Presses Act should be changed and amended to allow the 

independence and free flow of information without unnecessary control and government 

influence. 

 

2. Political parties should not own any newspapers or television media. All political parties 

who are stakeholders in the media should dispose its shares. 

 

3. The prime minister's term of office should only be restricted to two. Former premier 

Mahathir Mohamad's 22-year term of office has shown that its long term tenure can only 

lead to abuse and corruption of its position. The lessons learnt here must be taken to heart. 

. 

4. The NEP with all its good intentions was thwarted from the beginning. It was never the 

intention of its original aims to be based on race. From the onset it should be based on 

needs. 

 

Nothing is more revolting and disgusting to see a millionaire bumiputera Malay marching 

into a developer's office to buy a million dollar property demanding a 10 percent discount 

based on race. 

 

By the same token a struggling non-bumiputera cannot even get a discount to buy a 



low-cost house costing a mere RM60,000. 

 

5. Mahathir's tenure's saw the corruption of most public institutions. The three most 

important institutions of the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC), the 

Attorney-General's Chambers and the judiciary have to be totally reformed in order to 

regain public confidence. 

 

At the moment, public confidence in the three institutions is at an all-time low. MACC should 

be responsible to Parliament and not to the PM. 

 

6. The education system needs a total revamp. So far none of the education ministers have 

been able to grasp the problems facing our education system. 

 

National and patriotic considerations should not take precedence over realistic propositions 

such as English being introduced as the medium of instruction. 

 

Since English is the language of commerce and science, mastery of this should be the top 

priority of our education system. 

 

7. Anti-hopping laws should be introduced in Parliament. Candidates who wish to change 

parties or affiliation after being elected should resign but should be able to contest again 

without any restrictions. 

 

8. Political parties should not be involved in business. Such a practice only creates avenues 

for corruption. All political parties with business interests should divest their shareholdings 

to private ownership. 

 

9. Laws against race discrimination similar to the ones in the US should be introduced. This 

is to ensure that racist policies and statements will be subjected to criminal prosecution. 

 

10. The PM should only hold one portfolio. He should divest his finance portfolio to another 

minister. Finance is an important portfolio and he should not be tasked to wear two hats. 

 

The above are 10 of the most important policy changes that Pakatan has to introduce on 

taking over Putrajaya. 
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