Selangor MB urges Bersih to ‘check facts' beforehand
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The caretaker Selangor Menteri Besar Abdul Khalid Ibrahim has urged electoral reform
pressure group Bersih to first check its facts prior to “casting any aspersions” on the state
administration in the latter’s capacity as a caretaker government.

In rejecting Bersih’s ‘name and shame’ list, which alleged several code of conduct violations
by Khalid’s caretaker administration, he said the state had merely carried out decisions
made by its executive committee prior to the dissolution of its legislative assembly.

“The caretaker government had merely implemented decisions made earlier to ensure that
the interest and welfare of the people of Selangor are protected during the caretaker
period,” Khalid (left) said in a statement today.

"It must be stressed that the decisions and actions conducted are thus not tantamount to
canvassing for votes.

“The state government hopes that Bersih will ascertain all the facts and legal details before
casting any aspersions.”

The Pakatan Rakyat-run administration was constantly mindful, he stressed, not to abuse
public funds for campaign purposes for the fast-approaching general election.

Yesterday, Bersih’s special election violations watchdog sub-committee, which monitors the
federal and all state governments, listed three alleged violations by the Pakatan-led state
caretaker government:

Khalid’s handing out of RM300 bonuses to state employees on April 4, one day after the
dissolution of parliament.

An additional RM2.46 million allocation for the neighbourhood safety programme on
April 5.

Villagers in Bestari Jaya given land titles and Khalid offering to assist those who were
unable to pay for the premium.

The sub-committee co-chairperson Irene Fernandez reportedly deemed the acts as
“tantamount to vote-buying”.
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