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JOHOR BN's attempt to counter National Union of Bank Employees’s (Nube) picket
in Segamat, against caretaker human resources minister S Subramaniam, by
putting up a billboard of several unions expressing thanks to him ended up courting
even more problems.

NONEThe Sabah Bank Employees Union (SBEU) said it was shocked to learn that its
name had been used for Subramaniam's campaign, who is BN's incumbent and
candidate for Segamat.

"We are a trade union movement that is not aligned to any political party, therefore
we were shocked to learn that our name had been used for campaigning in West
Malaysia.

"We deny alignment to any political party and our objective is to serve the workers,
not any politicians," said SBEU secretary-general Catherine Jikunan when
contacted.

She added the union hopes its hame can be removed from the billboard as it did
not consent to it.

The billboard, located on the main road of Segamat town, bore an image of
Subramaniam with the words "Thank you Datuk Seri S Subramaniam who is
concerned for the workers".

NONEThis is followed by a list of union names, that among others include the
National Union of Teaching Profession, All Malayan Estates Staff Union, Printing
Industry Employees Union, National Union of Petrolem and Chemical Industry
Workers.

Nube had accused Subramaniam of being anti-union - an allegation the caretaker
minister vehemently denies - and has vowed to unseat him in Segamat by planning

a three-day picket in his constituency.

However, Nube was only able to picket for two days beginning May 1, each of which
faced counter-protest from BN supporters.

It was eventually called off after police hauled them up and expressed concern that



it may lead to tension.
'Report lodged over attempted assault’

In a related development, Nube deputy secretary-general A Karuna said she had
lodged a police report against a man she alleged attempted to lunge at her during
the picket (below).

"He lunged at me while I was picketing and said to me in Tamil that he will slap me
hard," her police report reads.

NONEIn another matter, Nube secretary-general J Solomon hit out at deputy
inspector-general of police Khalid Abu Bakar for suggesting that their picket had
political motives, adding that it was only targeting Subramaniam due to his track
record with the unions.

"The allegation has no intelligent basis. In fact, the only politically-motivated
gathering is the illegal demonstration conducted most rowdily by Subramaniam's
supporters.

"Nube will continue to be steadfastly apolitical. We are not beholden to any political
party, on either side of the political divide," he said.
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