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Turning the tables on Dr Mahathir Mohamad, Dyana Sofya Mohd Daud's mother puts the 

former premier's Umno parenting skill under the microscope. 

 

Peppered with liberal doses of sarcasm, Yammy Samat said her daughter turned out more 

like Mahathir’s daughter Marina, a social activist whose views often contradict that of her 

father's. 

 

"I tried teaching her to be like Mukhriz, but when she grew up she became like Marina 

(left)," she was quoted as saying by Astro Awani. 

 

Mukhriz Mahathir is currently the Kedah menteri besar and state Umno liaison committee 

chairperson. 

 

Furthermore, Yammy, a long-term Umno member, said that she has given her daughter the 

freedom to choose between right and wrong. 

 

"She is a grown up and can think for herself," she added when met on the campaign trail 

with Dyana, who is the DAP candidate for the Teluk Intan by-election. 

 

'She can even choose her husband' 

 

Yesterday, Mahathir expressed disappointment that DAP was fielding someone who hails 

from an Umno family. 

 

Describing the Chinese-dominated party's decision to put a Malay candidate as window 

dressing, the ex-Umno president, however, advised party members on how to prevent their 

children from turning their backs on Umno. 

 

"As parents, Umno members should tell their children about Umno, it's history and what it 

has done (for the country and people). 

 

"Otherwise, when they grow up, they will do as they please," he had said. 

 

Meanwhile, Yammy also said that she has given Dyana the freedom of choosing her 

husband, what more the party of her choice. 

 

"If she wants to marry, it is up to her. If she wants to marry a Malay, Chinese or Indian... 

 

"If I force her and if the marriage ends in failure, what then?" she added. 



 

Yammy also said she was not concerned about Dyana joining DAP as the party does not 

only consist of Chinese and is certain that her daughter's faith in Islam will not be shaken. 
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