Islam doesn't look at gender, PKR reminds PAS
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PAS' denial has failed to douse the burning speculation that the Islamic party is opposed to
Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail becoming Selangor menteri besar because of her gender.

PKR Wanita chief Zuraida Kamaruddin reminded PAS today that Islam does not look at
gender, but whether a person is able to perform his or her their duties or not.

"If it is true that PAS is rejecting Wan Azizah because of her gender and that it is basing this
on Islam, then PAS has to realise that Islam does not look at gender.

"Islam looks at trustworthiness and whether a person is able to carry out his or her duties
or not," the Ampang MP told Malaysiakini.

Zuraida also expressed confidence that Wan Azizah would be able to discharge her duties
effectively if she becomes menteri besar.

Yesterday, PAS secretary-general Mustafa Ali said PAS objected to Wan Azizah's candidacy
but was tight-lipped on the reasons for the party decision.

However, Mustafa denied that the PAS decision was because of gender.

Pressed on the issue, Mustafa said the reasons have been conveyed to PKR but could not be
revealed to the media.

Meanwhile, Zuraida pointed out how women's roles in government are important, and that
they are good at multi-tasking.

"Just look at other countries, like Bangladesh and India, where women are or were the
country leaders.

"Gender should not be used as an excuse," she stressed.

Zuraida said if it was not true that PAS was rejecting Wan Azizah because of gender, then
the party should give a formal explanation on the matter.

"If it is true or otherwise, explain the reasons. Then we can discuss so that we can come to a
final say on the matter," she added.

Selangor crisis today



10.23am: Law experts say the sultan needs to appoint a new MB after 30 out of 56 Selangor
reps pledge support for Wan Azizah

11am: The document by PKR detailing Khalid's alleged faults is distributed in Sarawak

12pm: An axed exco member accuses PAS exco member Halimah Ali of withholding funds
for Chinese schools

12.47pm: Merdeka Centre says Selangor voters' confidence in Pakatan is eroded due to the
crisis

3.21pm: PAS sources say party reps stayed on the exco to stop Umno from being appointed
4.19pm: Shoring up Wan Azizah, PKR reminds PAS that Islam does not look at gender

4.2pm: Anti-Khalid activists ties their hand to the Selangor secretariat building gate in
protest

S5pm: Although the syura council urges PAS leaders to back Khalid, its vice president Husam
Musa tells the MB to resign

8.28pm: Khalid says dissolving the assembly is an option to an the end crisis

9.30pm: Selangor PAS sends report on pro-Wan Azizah duo to leadership for disciplinary
action

Copyright © 1999-2012 Mkini Dotcom Sdn. Bhd
Sourcehttp: http://www.malaysiakini.com/news/271736




