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Dropped deputy prime minister Muhyiddin Yassin must have committed a "great crime", 

said former premier Dr Mahathir Mohamad on the former's sacking. 

 

Mahathir gave this response, albeit sarcastically, when asked whether he was flattered that 

Prime Minister Najib Abdul Razak had followed his footsteps by sacking his deputy. 

 

The former PM however pointed out that when he was in power, he had not sacked his 

deputies for failing to support him. 

 

"(Former deputy prime minister) Musa (Hitam) resigned on his own, I didn't ask him to 

resign," he said during a press conference after launching former information minister 

Zainuddin Maidin's book 'Mahathir is Not My Friend' at the latter's cafe today. 

 

"(And I) found that Anwar had committed something that I could not accept. 

 

"I suppose Muhyiddin must have committed some great crime so he should be removed. 

 

"All criminals should be removed in this country, we won't allow criminals to rule this 

country," said Mahathir, his trademark sarcasm evident. 

 

'A prime minister's right' 

 

Meanwhile, when asked whether it was proper for Muhyiddin to be sacked just for being 

vocal on 1MDB, Mahathir said Najib does have the prerogative. 

 

"It is the right of the prime minister," he said. 

 

Many believe that Muhyiddin was primarily sacked for being vocal on the 1MDB 

controversy. 

 

Muhyiddin, in his explosive speech last Sunday, had said, among others, that there was no 

one who could truly explain the 1MDB issue, even in cabinet. 

 

He said even those who talked about 1MDB did not even understand what the problem 

faced by the debt-ridden company was and said Najib is the only person who could clarify 

the matter to the public. 

 

Muhyiddin was then unceremoniously dumped from the cabinet by Najib on Tuesday, who 

announced that Ahmad Zahid Hamidi would replace him as deputy prime minister. 

 

Muhyiddin has since said he believes his position as Umno deputy president was not 



threatened and has said that he will not fight back against his dismissal from the cabinet.  
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