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While the highest legal officer in the country and former Federal Court judge, Mohamed 

Apandi Ali said premier Najib Abdul Razak was not named in the United States 

government suit, the figure termed 'Malaysian Official 1' was cited 36 times in the civil 

action of forfeiture. 

These include two paragraphs where the court document - on page 75 paragraph 263 

- quoted Apandi's press conference this January where he cleared Najib. 

As Petaling Jaya Utara and DAP national publicity secretary MP Tony Pua has pointed out, 

Malaysian Official 1 can be no other person than Najib. 

Pua in a press conference on Thursday said there were three tranches of payments or 

deposits made to Najib's accounts between 2011, and the last and controversial one was 

the US$681 million made some time in March 2013, before the 13th general election and 

after a US$3 billion 1MDB bond was issued. 

Malaysiakini has compiled the 36 instances where Malaysian Official 1 was referred to in 

the 136-page document. 

Below are the paragraphs where the mystery figure is cited, produced in its entirety from 

the court documents.  

Para 28. Malaysian Official 1 is a high-ranking official in the Malaysian government who 

also held a position of authority with 1MDB. During all times relevant to the complaint, 

Malaysian Official 1 was a “public official” as that term is used in 18 U.S.C. § 

1956(c)(7)(B)(iv) and a “public servant” as that term is used in Section 21 of the Malaysian 

Penal Code. 

29. Riza Shahriz Bin Abdul Aziz (“Aziz”), a Malaysian national, is a relative of Malaysian 

Official 1 and a friend of Low. He co-founded Red Granite Pictures, a Hollywood movie 

production and distribution studio, in 2010. 

39. Upon its formation (1MDB), Malaysian Official 1 assumed a position of authority with 

1MDB. Malaysian Official 1 had the authority to approve all appointments to, and removals 



from, 1MDB’s Board of Directors and 1MDB’s senior management team. In addition, any 

financial commitments by 1MDB, including investments, that were likely to affect a 

guarantee given by the government of Malaysia for the benefit of 1MDB or any policy of the 

Malaysian government, required, the approval of Malaysian Official 1. 

50. A special meeting of the 1MDB Board was held on September 26, 2009, which was 

attended by 1MDB Officers 1 and 2 and members of the Board. Low (Jho Low) also 

attended this meeting. Just prior to the meeting, Low spoke by telephone with Malaysian 

Official 1. 

(Section title): Funds misappropriated from 1MDB were transferred to the 

co-founder of PetroSaudi and thereafter to Malaysian Official 1 

After the title above, a chart named Table 2 at page 34 of the document showing funds of 

US$20 million entering into Malaysian Official 1's account was also displayed. 

99.  As set forth above, between September and October 2009, $700 million was 

fraudulently diverted from 1MDB to the Good Star Account. An additional $330 

million  was fraudulently diverted from 1MDB to the Good Star Account between May and 

October 2011. According to J.P. Morgan Chase banking records, between February 

and  June of 2011, approximately $24,500,000 of these funds was transferred to an 

account at Riyad Bank maintained in the name of a Saudi prince who, together with 

the  PETROSAUDI CEO, co-founded PetroSaudi (“PETROSAUDI CO-FOUNDER”).   

From those funds, $20,000,000 was then transferred, within days, to an account belonging 

to Malaysian Official 1. 

102. Plaintiff alleges on information and belief that Malaysian Official 1 is the ultimate 

beneficiary of the AmPrivate Banking-MR account. The AmPrivate Banking-MR account is 

the same account that later received certain payments totalling approximately US$681 

million in March 2013. As set forth in Paragraph 263 below, the attorney-general of 

Malaysia has publicly stated that the account into which these $681 million payments were 

made belonged to Malaysian Official 1. 

119. Funds transferred to the Blackstone Account by Aabar-BVI were subsequently 

distributed to officials of IPIC, Aabar, and 1MDB. Between approximately May and 

November 2012, shortly after Blackstone’s receipt of funds from the AabarBVI Swiss 

Account, Blackstone transferred $472,750,000 into a Luxembourg account beneficially 



owned by Qubaisi. During roughly the same time period, Blackstone transferred 

$66,600,000 into two different accounts beneficially owned by Husseiny. In October and 

November 2012, Blackstone transferred $30,000,000 to an account belonging to Malaysian 

Official 1. Finally in December 2012, Blackstone 

transferred $5 million to a Swiss account beneficially owned by 1MDB Officer 3, who was 

then 1MDB’s General Counsel and Executive Director of Group Strategy. 

120. Shortly after receiving proceeds of the two 2012 bond sales from 1MDB, Aabar-BVI 

also transferred $238,000,000 to a Singapore bank account belonging to Red Granite 

Capital, an entity owned by Riza Shahriz Bin Abdul Aziz (“Aziz”). Aziz is a relative of 

Malaysian Official 1 and a friend of Low. Among other things, Aziz used these funds to 

purchase luxury real estate in the United States and the United Kingdom for his personal 

benefit, and to fund his movie production company, Red Granite Pictures. 1MDB has 

disclaimed any investment interest in Red Granite Pictures. 

143. Over the course of several months, a large portion of the proceeds of both of the 2012 

bond sales – approximately $1.367 billion in total – was transferred from 1MDB to a bank 

account at BSI Bank in Switzerland held in the name of Aabar-BVI. Plaintiff alleges on 

information and belief that the funds transferred to the Aabar-BVI Swiss Account by 1MDB 

were not held for the benefit of 1MDB, IPIC, or Aabar. Rather, the Aabar-BVI Swiss Account 

was usedto unlawfully divert proceeds of both the Project Magnolia and Project Maximus 

bonds, which were thereafter used, after having passed through various accounts, tomake 

substantial payments to Qubaisi, Husseiny, Malaysian Official 1, and 1MDB Officer 3. 

178. Once funds were transferred from Aabar-BVI to Blackstone, they were used to make 

payments to Qubaisi and Husseiny (the two United Arab Emirates official), who served as 

officers of both Aabar and Aabar-BVI, to Malaysian Official 1, and to 1MDB Officer 3. The 

distribution of these funds from the Blackstone Account for the personal benefit of officials 

involved in the bond deal further evidences a misappropriation of public funds and the 

diversion of the bond proceeds from their intended purpose. 

(Section title): Blackstone transferred at least $30 million to an account belonging to 

Malaysian Official 1 

193. Blackstone also transferred at least $30,000,000 to an account belonging to Malaysian 

Official 1 shortly after receiving funds from Aabar-BVI. 



194. On or about October 30, 2012 - roughly seven days after Blackstone received 

$75,000,000 directly from Aabar-BVI and roughly six days after it received $360,000,000 

indirectly from Aabar-BVI via Enterprise and Cistenique - Blackstone transferred 

$5,000,000 into an account at AmBank in Malaysia held in the name of “AmPrivate Banking 

MR.” 

195. That bank account belongs to Malaysian Official 1 and is the same account that 

received US$20,000,000 from the PetroSaudi Co-Founder in 2011, within days of the 

receipt by the PetroSaudi Co-Founder of funds from Good Star, as set forth in Section II.G. 

196. On or about November 19, 2012 - less than two weeks after Blackstone received 

US$95,000,000 from Aabar-BVI via Enterprise - Blackstone transferred $25,000,000 to the 

same AmPrivate Banking-MR Account belonging to Malaysian Official 1. 

200. Blackstone was used as an intermediary to obscure the fact that 1MDB bond proceeds 

were being sent from Aabar-BVI – of which Qubaisi and Husseiny were directors – to 

accounts that were beneficially owned by Quibaisi, Husseiny, Malaysian Official 1, and 

1MDB Officer 3. 

201. The funds sent to accounts belonging to Qubaisy, Husseiny, Malaysian Official 1, and 

1MDB Officer 3, as described above, were unlawfully misappropriated from 1MDB and/or 

IPIC. 

202. Between June 18, 2012, and November 4, 2012, $238,000,000 was transferred directly 

from the Aabar-BVI Swiss Account to an account controlled by Aziz, a relative of Malaysian 

Official 1. From there, the funds were used to acquire nearly $100 million in real property 

for the personal benefit of Aziz and to fund Red Granite Pictures, Aziz’s movie production 

company. 

229. Funds transferred to the Tanore Account were distributed for the benefit of at least 

one public official associated with 1MDB. More particularly, very shortly after the bond 

offering (of US$3 billion) was closed, between approximately March 21, 2013, and March 

25, 2013, US$681,000,000 was transferred from the Tanore Account to an account 

belonging to Malaysian Official 1. Of this amount, approximately $620 million was returned 

to the Tanore Account on or about August 26, 2013. 

238. The Government of Malaysia provided a “Letter of Support,” dated March 14, 2013, in 

connection with the Project Catalyze transaction. That Letter of Support provided, among 



other things, that if 1MDB failed to provide adequate capital to ensure that 1MDB Global 

was able to service its obligations with respect to the bonds, Malaysia would then “step-in 

to inject the necessary capital into the Issuer or make payments to ensure the Issuer’s 

obligation in respect of the Debt are fully met.” The Letter of Support also indicated that, 

“[t]o the fullest extent permitted by law,” Malaysia would waive its sovereign immunity and 

submit itself to the jurisdiction of English courts in connection with disputes arising out of 

the letter. The letter is signed by Malaysian Official 1. 

242. The offering circular also omitted material facts necessary to makes it representations 

regarding the use of the bond proceeds not misleading, in that it failed to disclose that 

certain individuals related to 1MDB, including Malaysian Official 1, would receive hundreds 

of millions of dollars from the proceeds of the bond sale within days of its closing. This fact 

would have been material to the bond transaction, as it would have alerted investors to the 

possibility of conflicts of interest and related-party transactions. The representation that 

ADMIC had not determined how all of the bond proceeds would be used did not encompass 

using those funds, beginning almost immediately after the bond issue, for the personal 

benefit of individuals related to 1MDB and their associates. 

257. Instead, funds from the Tanore Account were sent to an account belonging to 

Malaysian Official 1, and were also used by Tan and Low to purchase art. Funds from the 

Tanore Account were also used by Low to acquire a substantial interest in a luxury hotel in 

New York City. These uses were inconsistent with the intended purpose of the bond 

proceeds as set forth in the offering circular and the April 23, 2013, 1MDB press release. 

(Section title): $681 million was transferred from the Tanore account to an account 

belonging to Malaysian Official 1 

259. Shortly after proceeds of the 2013 bond sale were diverted to the Tanore Account, 

US$681,000,000 was sent from the Tanore Account to a bank account belonging to 

Malaysian Official 1. 

260. On or about March 21, 2013, Tanore transferred $620,000,000 into an account at 

AmBank in Malaysia, whose beneficiary was listed as “AmPrivate Banking-MR.” On or about 

March 25, 2013, an additional $61,000,000 was wired from the Tanore Account to the same 

account at AmBank, for a total of $681,000,000. 

261. This account belonged to Malaysian Official 1 and is the same account that in 2011 

received $20 million from the PetroSaudi Co-Founder that was traceable to the Good Star 



Account, as set forth in Section II.G. It is also the same account that in 2012 received at least 

$30 million from the Blackstone Account that was traceable to the Aabar-BVI Swiss 

Account and the 2012 bond proceeds. 

262. On or about August 26, 2013, $620,010,715 was wired from a different account at 

AmBank to the Tanore Account. This AmBank account also belonged to Malaysian Official 1, 

and the transfer represented funds from the $681 million payments that were being 

returned to Tanore. 

263. The attorney-general of Malaysia publicly stated that he conducted an inquiry into the 

$681 million in payments. In a press release issued on January 26, 2016, the Malaysian 

Attorney General confirmed that, “the sum of USD681 million (RM2.08 billion) [was] 

transferred into the personal account of [Malaysian Official 1] between 22.03.2013 and 

10.04.2013,” and that, “in August 2013, a sum of USD620 million (RM2.03 billion) was 

returned by [Malaysian Official 1]…” The Malaysian attorney-general ultimately 

characterized the payment of $681 million as a “personal donation to [Malaysian Official 1] 

from the Saudi royal family which was given to him without any consideration.” 

264. Bank records associated with the Tanore Account show that TAN was the beneficial 

owner of the Tanore Account, from which the $681,000,000 payments to the account of 

Malaysian Official 1 were made, and that 1MDB Officer 3 was added as an authorized signor 

on the Tanore Account roughly one day before the first wire of $620,000,000 was sent from 

the Tanore Account to the account of Malaysian Official 1. 

Violation of foreign laws 

The California court documents also stated near the end of the 136-page civil forfeiture, 

that there is possible contravention under Malaysian and United Arab Emirates laws. 

It stated, “Misappropriating public funds by a public official is a criminal offense under 

Malaysian law, as enumerated by the Penal Code of Malaysia." 

It further cited sections 403 (dishonest misappropriation of property), 405 (criminal 

breach of 

trust), 409 (criminal breach of trust by public servant or agent), 166 (public servant 

disobeying a direction of the law, with intent to cause injury to any person (including a 

company)), 415 (cheating), 418 (cheating with knowledge that wrongful loss may be 



thereby caused to a person whose interest the offender is bound to protect), and 420 

(cheating and dishonestly inducing delivery of property). 

It also cited the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission Act 2009, including sections 16, 17, 

and 23. The document also quoted that, “Misappropriating public funds by a public official 

is a criminal offense under UAE law, as enumerated in Federal Law No. (3) of 1987 on 

Issuance of the Penal Code, including but not limited to Articles 224, 225, 227, 228, 229, 

and 399)." 
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