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Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin appears to be avoiding a direct confrontation 

with former prime minister Dr Mahathir Mohamad as he will be defending his 

position of Bersatu president instead of gunning for the Bersatu chairperson seat, 

which is the most powerful position in the party. 

 

Muhyiddin today submitted his nomination papers for the position of Bersatu 

president through his political secretary, according to Bernama. 

 

Muhyiddin, who had gone against Mahathir to form a new government in 

cooperation with Umno, has declared himself as the acting Bersatu chairperson 

in a bid to wrest control of the party. 

 

This in order to secure the compliance of Bersatu MPs to support him as the new 

prime minister. 

 

Mahathir had on Feb 24 resigned as the Bersatu chairperson after Muhyiddin  



 

took Bersatu out of Pakatan Harapan. He had earlier also resigned as prime 

minister. 

 

A party meeting chaired by Muhyiddin had rejected his resignation on the same 

night and convinced him to stay on the following day, which he agreed. 

 

An official announcement was made on Feb 27 by Bersatu secretary-general 

Marzuki Yahya (above) that Mahathir will remain as Bersatu chairperson. 

 

Muhyiddin has wanted Mahathir to lead the new government but when Mahathir 

refused due to Umno's involvement, he seized control of the chairperson position 

by ignoring Mahathir's reinstatement and declaring the seat vacant. 

 

As such, he assumed the position as acting chairperson that prevents Mahathir 

from overruling him. 

 

Muhyiddin was eventually sworn in as prime minister on March 1. 

 

Muhyiddin, who is the Pagoh MP, had steered Bersatu to cooperate with PKR 

defectors, BN, PAS, GPS and other minor parties to form the new Perikatan 

Nasional government, replacing Pakatan Harapan. 

 



 

Meanwhile, Bernama also reported that Muar MP Syed Saddiq Abdul Rahman has 

submitted his nomination papers to defend his position as Bersatu Youth chief. 

 

Syed Saddiq is aligned to Mahathir and is part of a group of five Bersatu MPs who 

have sided with Mahathir. 

 

Bersatu has 36 MPs following defections from PKR and Umno. 
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