Najib 'rejects' RM100 million housing, says priority is the rakyat
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Pekan MP Najib Abdul Razak has decided to withdraw his request for plot of land
and housing, reportedly valued at RM100 million, as part of his entitlement as a

former prime minister.

Najib said he "rejected" the offer, for the sake of the people, and so that it doesn't

become an issue for the Malacca polls.

"I have made a decision to reject the offer, even though on principle it is based on

my entitlement as a former prime minister.

"l realise and understand that while the people are facing tough times, the

nation's priority is the people,” he said at a press conference in Malacca today.

Najib had applied for the housing in 2018, after which the government
reportedly offered him three options from which he made a choice which suited

his fancy.



He stressed that he was not asking the government to fork out RM100 million to

provide him housing and that the land already belonged to the government.

He also pointed out that the government has not yet agreed to the request

despite it being made three years ago.

He added that since the issue had become controversial, the government should
relook at the entitlement benefits for current and future former prime ministers,
and even revoke the perks if needed - except for those that have already received

it.

He later told reporters that he did not know how much the property was valued

at.

"It's not my job to valuate the land, right. That's the job of authorities to

determine it and then make a decision," he said.

The issue came to light and caught fire after Langkawi MP Dr Mahathir Mohamad

asked the government to confirm Najib's request during yesterday's Parliament

sitting.

Finance Minister Tengku Zafrul Abdul Aziz confirmed that the matter had been



discussed.

News of the matter threatened to destabilise the memorandum of understanding
the government had with Pakatan Harapan, with the latter saying it would have

to review the deal in light of Najib's request.

The housing entitlement for ex-prime ministers was reportedly based on a
cabinet decision made in May 2003, five months before Mahathir retired from his

first tenure as premier.
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