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Newly-released data from the Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) on 

formal sector employees’ wages has revealed that a significant 35 percent of 

workers earn less than RM2,000 a month. 

 

The data also showed that the median wage does not increase much as one gets 

older, with those below 20 years old earning a median wage of RM1,500 a month 

and hitting the maximum at RM3,500 between ages 45 and 49 as of March 2023. 

 

This means that not only do most Malaysians earn below RM2,000 a month, the 

salaries never go higher than around RM3,500 throughout their lifetime. 

 

According to the data, the number of formal sector employees earning below 

RM2,000 a month was over 2.2 million as of March 2023, followed by those 

earning between RM2,000 RM2,999 at around 1.3 million people. 

 

On the opposite end of the scale, there were about 29,800 employees earning 

between RM14,000 and RM14,999 a month while those earning RM15,000 and 



above a month totalled around 337,800 people. 

 

Meanwhile, the statistics show that median wages for formal sector employees 

below the age of 20 had risen from RM1,200 in March 2022 to RM1,500 in March 

2023. 

 

However, the highest median wage by age was in December 2022, where those 

aged between 45 and 49 had a median salary of RM3,782. 

 

This number went down to RM3,500 by March 2023. For the same age group, the 

lowest median wage was in February 2022 at RM3,189. 

 

Economy Minister Rafizi Ramli had earlier today launched the DOSM report at 

the DOSM headquarters. 

 

He said the report was part of the government’s efforts to resolve low wages 

among the rakyat. 
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