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Former deputy prime minister Anwar Ibrahim today called for fairness in the trial of a political 
analyst with close ties to the government, who is charged with abetting in the murder of his 
Mongolian ex-lover. 
 
In one of the most closely watched cases since Anwar's trials for corruption and sodomy in the 
late 1990s, analyst Abdul Razak Baginda, a close associate of Deputy Prime Minister Najib 
Abdul Razak, will stand trial from Monday. 
 
Abdul Razak's former lover, Altantuya Shaariibuu, 28, was murdered in October last year and 
her body blown up with explosives. 
 
Two members of a police unit that guards top leaders including the prime minister and the 
deputy prime minister are accused of the murder. All three face the death penalty if convicted. 
 
"Everybody hopes for a fair trial with independent judges," Anwar told reporters. 
 
"This case has an international profile and ... it is not only involving the alleged murderers or 
murderer of Altantuya, but I think the judiciary is also on trial, (and) the police and the 
attorney-general's chambers," he said. 
 
Anwar, who was sacked from his post by then premier Dr Mahathir Mohamad, was convicted 
on corruption and sodomy charges in trials in 1998 and 1999 internationally criticised as 
lacking in fairness. 
 
 
Conduct of investigations 
 
Anwar said the conduct of proceedings so far in the murder trial, to be heard in a high court in 
Shah Alam west of Kuala Lumpur, was already "far from being satisfactory." 
 
Questions remain over the conduct of investigations into the case as well as a "failure to 
question important key witnesses, including the minister himself," he said, referring to Najib. 
 
Najib, also defence minister, has denied any involvement in the case. 
 
Defence lawyers say they expect up to 75 witnesses to be called by the prosecution in the 
month-long trial, but about 130 people have been subpoenaed as witnesses. 
 
Altantuya's father, Shaariibuu Setev, who arrived in Malaysia late Friday for the trial, is 
expected to be a witness, as are three female relatives. 
 
Mongolia has urged transparency in the court proceedings, which will be observed by 
Mongolian justice and foreign affairs officials. 
 
"We do hope the court procedures will be fair and free from political influence," Mongolia's 
foreign ministry said in a statement released to AFP last week. 
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