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The civil society should start preparing and educating the rakyat for the next general
election so that they can make informed choices, said law blog loyarburok spokesperson
Edmund Bon.

NONESpeaking at the Media Legal Defence Training programme last week, Bon said that the
civil society should work together to educate voters to base their choice on core community
and national issues rather than voting purely for party personalities or ad hoc election
promises.

“Voters should be discussing the issues that affect them and their livelihood, rather than
electing some personalities or party through 'bribery',” he told Malaysiakini.

Bon explained that loyarburok - a blog by lawyers and law students - is planning to
establish a movement to further educate voters on how to vote.

NONE"Now political parties are just trying to get voters registered, but they do not educate
them on the next step. For example, how to vote and the questions and issues that they
should raise with the candidates,” he added.

For example, he said, we should ask the candidates on their plans to eradicate corruption.

“Most importantly we need to teach them how to read the national budget, as the people
should understand how our money was spent,” he said.

Targeting the young

parliament ipcmc roundtable talk 281207 edmund bonBon (left) said that the most effective
tool for this project would be through the new media.

They are planning to release 24 short videos, DVDs and a fanzine for a whole year hoping
that it will reach at least 50 percent of the target group aged 16 to 30 years old.

“The campaign will be run by lawyers, law students and activists online and on the street,”
he said, adding that they are still looking for prospective funders to channel half a million
ringgit to run the campaign.

All members of the civil society should come forward and join us in this campaign, he urged.

He stressed that this campaign is not politically driven, and should not have any political
agenda or influence, saying that it is purely to educate voters.

"I think it's high time that Malaysian voters become more mature and issues-driven when
casting their next vote.

“"We want to push the Barisan Nasional and Pakatan Rakyat politicians further, as they are
not doing enough for the people,” he said.
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