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Despite condemnation of Serdang MP Teo Nie Ching's visit to a surau (Muslim prayer hall) in
her constituency last week to attend a breaking of fast ceremony, she repeated the act
yesterday.

teo nie ging attending buka puasa at bangi surauTeo was invited to the Al-Muhajirin surau,
Bukit Mahkota where she also handed RM500 to People Volunteer Corps (Rela) personnel.

This time however, she stayed clear of the prayer hall and sported a selendang headscarf.
The entire ceremony took place under a tent within the surau compound.

“(The visit) is based on the principle of serving the people regardless of their race and
religion,” she said in a statement today.

Teo said that she was received with the same warmth shown during her visit to the Al Huda
surau in Kajang, which sparked the controversy.

She said the congregation seemed unperturbed with the criticism against her and the series
of articles condemning her, primarily by Malay daily Utusan Malaysia.

“Some even shook my hand and expressed their support,” said Teo.
Acting on principles

Teo said that as long as she acts based on principles, the people will not believe politically
motivated attacks against her.

She added that, other than the donation from the state government, she also distributed
dates and duit raya to children of single parents.

NONEThe first-term MP drew a firestorm of criticism from Umno politicians, pro-Umno blogs
and Malay dailies over her visit to the Al Huda surau on Aug 22.

Her critics claimed that she had committed a grave insult to Muslims for speaking in front of
the prayer hall, which is considered sacred and off-limits to non-Muslims.

The Selangor Religious Council has vowed to issue a written reprimand to Teo, while she
plans to write to the Selangor Sultan to explain her action.
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