New sultan has the people's touch
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Newly-proclaimed Sultan of Kelantan Tuanku Muhammad Faris Petra Sultan Ismail Petra is
described by many as a ruler with the people's well-being at heart.

He has been going around the state, visiting villages and Orang Asli settlements, to be with
the people and listen to their problems.

bbpm tengku faris 120408 tengku farisWearing his trademark robe and "gumbang" Malay
attire and "kopiah" (skull cap), he is unassuming and always at ease as he mingles with the
people.

At one time in Pantai Damat, Bachok, Tuanku Muhammad Faris Petra visited an ailing single
mother, who relied only on assistance from the Welfare Department.

Sitting cross-legged at the home of Azizah Abdullah, 41, and her three children, Tuanku
Muhammad Faris Petra asked her how she was doing, and was deeply touched by the
sufferings of the family.

He offered words of encouragement, telling her children that he hoped they would be
successful in their education, and handed over his personal contribution.

Fan of 4WD and horse sports

Tuanku Muhammad Faris Petra, 41, was today proclaimed as the Sultan of Kelantan,
succeeding his father Tuanku Ismail Petra Almarhum Sultan Yahya Petra.

The eldest prince of Tuanku Ismail Petra has three siblings, hamely Tengku Bendahara
Tengku Muhammad Faiz Petra, Tengku Temenggong Tengku Muhammad Fakhry Petra and
Tengku Amalin A'lshah Putri.

He received his early education in Kota Bharu and Kuala Lumpur and later at the Oakham
School, in Rutland, England until 1989 before pursuing his education in diplomatic studies at
St Cross College, Oxford, United Kingdom and Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies until 1991.

He was born on Oct 6, 1969 and was made the Crown Prince in October 1985 and the
Regent of Kelantan last year.

An avid reader and fan of four-wheel-drive vehicle expedition, horse sports, bowling and
archery, he also follows closely the development in and outside the country.

He has been going to the ground, meeting the people, often quietly, away from the glare of
the media.

Tuanku Muhammad Faris Petra also involves in many charity organisations and has been
appointed the Commander of the 506 Territorial Army Regiment with a rank of Brigadier
General (Honorary).
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