Anwar on global tour to highlight sodomy case
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Opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim is on a global tour to highlight his case ahead of a trial on
sodomy charges, which he says is baseless and politically motivated.

Speaking in Berlin on Thursday after meeting with parliamentarians and political activists,
Anwar said that he was using the opportunity of his bail period before the trial to underline
what he called Malaysia's endemic corruption and politically biased judiciary.

"The government says that this case is nothing to do
with them, but the facts are to the contrary," he said.
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'Raise our voices before it is too late'

Anwar has received support from leading members of the German
parliament while in Berlin, although he did not have any official
meetings with the government.

The German Foreign Office did not respond to a request for
information on Anwar's visit.

The Chairman of the Germany-Asean parliamentary group, Green
Party politician Thomas Gambke (right), called on Malaysia to uphold
the provisions of Asean's charter on the protection of human rights.




"We have to raise our voices to say something. When they throw him into prison, it is too
late," he told the German press agency dpa.

"If Anwar continues to contribute (to political life), it would strengthen, not weaken
Malaysia," he said.

Speaking as a guest of the liberal Friedrich Naumann Foundation, Anwar appealed for
solidarity, but said he was not expecting other countries to intervene in Malaysian politics.

"But express your position on democratic values and justice," he said.
"Why allow a country to stumble and fall before you express your opinion?" he said.

This week, British tycoon Richard Branson said, while visiting Kuala Lumpur, that the Anwar
case was damaging Malaysia's image abroad.

Anwar said that a guilty conviction would strengthen his multi-ethnic coalition. "If you put
me inside, it will be a win for us," he said.
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