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While the long-drawn debate on who should be the Perak mentri besar finally came to an
end today, an unexpected twist came in the form of DAP leader Lim Kit Siang who said that
his party had not approved PAS’ Mohamad Nizar Jamaludin to lead the state.

“The decision to appoint a PAS assemblyperson Mohamad Nizar Jamaludin as Perak mentri
besar has caused shock and consternation to DAP leaders, members and supporters,” he
said in a brief statement today.

The statement came just hours after it was announced in Ipoh that the Regent of Perak has
agreed on Nizar's appointment.

perak mb istana kinta annoucement 120308 03Earlier Nizar, state DAP chairperson and
Sitiawan state assemblyperson Ngeh Khoo Ham and PKR’s Behrang assemblyperson
Jamaluddin Mohd Radzi had met with Regent Raja Nazrin Shah.

Ngeh and Jamaluddin were the two other candidates vying for the post.

The three of them later told a press conference that the regent had agreed with Nizar’s
appointment as well as the appointment of Ngeh as deputy menteri besar (1) and an Indian
candidate - to be named later - as deputy menteri besar (2).

lim kit siang dap pc 130208 seriousLim however in a five-paragraph statement released
today said that the DAP was only prepared to accept either Ngeh or Jamaluddin Mohd Radzi
as Perak mentri besar.

He added that at a March 9 meeting - the day after Saturday's polls - the party leadership
only gave approval for the formation of a Perak coalition government comprising 18 DAP
assembly members, seven PKR assemblypersons and six PAS assemblypersons.

According to him, the party did not give its consent to the appointment of a PAS leader to
helm the state.

Lim ticked off by supporters

Lim also said that as such all DAP Perak assemblypersons would stay away from the
swearing-in ceremony for Perak mentri besar scheduled tomorrow.

perak cm mb mohamad nizar jamaluddinWhen contacted for an immediate reaction, Nizar
said: “"We believe that as a coalition government, all decisions will be collective.”

“We would not respond to comments being made outside the new coalition government," he
added.

Previously, Ngeh had told reporters that all three parties would respect the decision of the
sultan and cooperate to form the new state government.

Efforts by Malaysiakini to reach Ngeh has been unsuccessful.



Lim's statement has been posted in his personal blog, and it received 100-odd responses
from readers within 90 minutes, a majority of which slammed the DAP leader for the
decision.
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