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Why do Umno and the rest of the Barisan National component parties need to 'engage an
independent body to conduct a post-mortem on their performance in the recent general
election'? Were they so removed from the rakyat that they were not aware of the swelling
discontentment that was swirling amongst the ordinary folk?

No wonder the political tsunami that swept across the nation with five states going to the
opposition was a complete unexpected shock to Umno and the BN parties. You don’t need
an expert in political science to tell you what actually caused the failure of the Barisan
Nasional parties.

The principle cause of the BN failure can be attributed to the leaders in Umno. They were
under the delusion that they had the majority support of the Malay populace. To a certain
extent this was true before the advent of PAS and now PKR.

However failure to realise that the political landscape had changed led Umno leaders to
formulate policies that antagonised the non-Malays. The non-Malays were maginalised in
practically every aspect of the Umno-dominated government policies.

This marginalisation led to the loss of support for other race-based BN parties like MCA, MIC
and Gerakan. In addition, the BN component parties were cowed to such an extent that
religious and educational issues affecting the community did not find a voice and they were
unable articulate their grievances.

Umno’s mistake was its failure to grasp the current political reality. Umno today cannot
claim to be a legitimate representative of all the Malays. With the birth of PAS and now PKR,
Umno at best can claim to have the support of only 30% of the Malay community.

In fact, it was reported in the main stream media that Umno's Malay support in the recent
election amounted to only 29.6%. The reality of today’s political landscape clearly
demonstrates that for any of the three parties - Umno, PAS and PKR - to succeed, it is vital
for them to obtain the support of the non-Malays.

They were, in fact, the king-makers of the last election. As long as Malay support is divided
amongst the three parties namely Umno, PAS and PKR, the fate of each of them will
continue to remain in the hands of the non-Malays.

Therefore if Umno continues to plod along with its old racist and pro-Umnoputra NEP
policies thinking that it will garner Malay support but in fact eroding its non-Malay support,
it will most likely end up as a political dinosaur in the next general election.
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