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Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, who came under pressure today following Sabah
Progressive Party's decision to move for a motion of
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no confidence against him on Monday, received some good news from several BN coalition
partners today.

The coalition's second biggest partner MCA, third most senior partner MIC as well as
Gerakan today threw their weight behind the embattled premier.

Their support came at a time when several Pakatan leaders were lauding Sapp's brave
decision to put the premier, also the BN chairperson, under severe pressure.

MCA was the first to give a lift to Abdullah by stating that it would stand steadfastly with
Abdullah and the BN coalition.

ong ka ting 040108"The Malaysian economy is suffering from escalating inflationary
pressures, rising food and fuel prices now. The country and the people of Malaysia are going
through very challenging times. What the country needs now is political and economic
stability," said MCA president Ong Ka Ting in a statement.

"It would be best that all of us, both the BN and the Pakatan, to accept the results of the
12th general election.

"Our priority should be to continue to work hard to fulfil our election pledges, restore
confidence and stability for the nation," he added. MCA has 15 members of Parliament.

Will not let PM down

Meanwhile MIC, which suffered a hammering blow in the general election, said that it would
remain loyal with BN and continue to support the prime minister.

samy vellu 010307"We will continue working with all BN component parties that support
and remain loyal to Abdullah," said MIC president S Samy Vellu.

"As for the three MIC members of Parliament, I've instructed them to support the prime
minister especially in Parliament. This is the first time we have a BN component party not
supporting the prime minister.

"We will not let the prime minister down because he was elected by the people," he added.

And Gerakan, another party which also suffered humiliating defeat in the general election,
similarly said that it would not support Sapp's motion in Parliament. Gerakan has two
members of Parliament.

koh tsu koon 100907Gerakan acting president Dr Koh Tsu Koon said that it was important
to sustain solidarity and stability in the face of severe challenges from the global fuel, food
crisis and economic uncertainties.



"Gerakan feels that such a drastic political move will only add to the uncertainty, disrupting
efforts in reforms," he said in a statement.
Give him more time

He also added that Sapp president Yong Teck Lee was not giving Abdullah enough time and
chance to make changes, overcome problems and address the issues concerned.

"These issues should have been deliberated more thoroughly and sentiments expressed
more clearly within the BN Supreme Council and through other existing channels of
communication.

"Forcing a vote of confidence in this manner is not positive and constructive. Gerakan
therefore will not support such a move," he said.

musa aman 02Sabah Chief Minister Musa Aman also expressed disappointment over the
move by Sapp in making the unprecedented move to call for a motion of no-confidence.

"I'm not sure what Sapp's real motive is in making such a move," he said in a statement.
"As a BN component party president, Yong's act was uncalled for and unprecedented in the
spirit of camaraderie adopted by BN all this while," said Musa who is also the Sabah BN

chairperson.

In an immediate reaction, Abdullah said: "I have not been able to satisfy his (Yong's)
personal greed."

According to Bernama, the embattled prime minister did not elaborate on the matter.

Shahrir: Others won't follow

Meanwhile, Rahmah Ghazali reports, Umno Supreme Council member Shahrir Abdul Samad
expressed his confidence that other BN coalition partners would not be following Sapp's lead
in going against the prime minister.

shahrir samad 250907He also doesn't think that the BN component parties would be leaving
the coalition to join Pakatan Rakyat.

"I don't think that Sapp will able to precipitate other BN members to leave the party
because they do not have the leadership or consistency in their issue," Shahrir said.

He also said that Abdullah was holding up well n the face of severe pressure being piled
upon him by various quarters.

"He is still making his decisions (to stay as PM) and exercising his responsibilities as one... I
think the prime minister is holding it up quite well," Shahrir added.

Shahrir, who is also the Minister of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs, was speaking in a
press conference at his ministry in Putrajaya today.



He also said that Sapp seemed to be uncertain as to what it actually wanted - if they
actually wanted to leave BN for Pakatan or if they just wanted the motion of no confidence.

"If they want to support the vote of no confidence, then they should say so. If they want to
leave BN, then they would have to say so. So which is it?" Shahrir asked.

After the press conference, Shahrir also rubbished Pakatan's claim that it could form the
new federal government by Sept 16.

"There is not even a shadow cabinet (formed by Pakatan) like the ones in the UK and
Australia. This is a two-system party, where there's a federal cabinet and a shadow cabinet,
led by the oppositions," he said.
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