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The recent comments by Bukit Bendera Umno chief Ahmad Ismail and his subsequent
arrogance in defending himself and further inflaming the issue has only confirmed that
Umno as an organisation is quickly losing control over itself.

The current Umno president obviously has no control over his own party, and this whole
"I'm a prime minister for all Malaysians" has been proven to be mere rhetoric. He is unable
to control his own party, and his subordinates seem to be wrestling him into submission.
This "prime minister for all Malaysians" has failed miserably in his duty to stand up for and
defend all his fellow countrymen.

During the last general elections, we the people, said enough is enough and scarred the hell
out of Umno. It was a golden oppurtunity for much needed reforms and rebranding within
the party and also government.

Instead the leaders of Umno squandered it and dug deeper into that miserable cave of
racism, fear mongering and denial. It is becoming ever more apparent that as an
organisation, they lack substance and the only thing they can come up with is Malay Rights,
NEP and playing up the 'Chinese Bogeyman' to scare Malays into submission.

Having said that, I believe Sep 16 is a "do or die" chance for us to once and for all get rid of
Umno from power. As an organisation, it is becoming obvious that it is unwilling and
incapable of reforming from within and taking a more moderate and inclusive stance. Once
removed it should not be allowed to come back again, at least not in the current form.

Parties like MCA and MIC too are proving to be irrelevant in this day and age and should
also be put away. As Malaysians, its about time we had a government that looked at us as
fellow Malaysians and not through the colour of our skins.

It's about time that we are all made to feel that we belong here instead being the eternal
pendatang, and with Umno around, that is not going to happen. The recent by-election
campaign in Permatang Pauh is proof enough about the depths Umno is willing to sink into
to hold on to power, and reason enough to put it away.

I am a second generation Malaysian and proud of it. I don't feel at home in any other
country. They say, “You tak suka, you keluar Malaysia-lah!”. Why should I leave Malaysia?
This is my country too and I think this is a country worth fighting for.

For me, race based politics is an archaic, miserable concept which is dying a slow miserable
death and is yet putting up a fight for survival. Multiracialism is the way go, and a path to a
better Malaysia for everyone who inhabits her.

Copyright © 1999-2007 Mkini Dotcom Sdn. Bhd.
Source : http://www.malaysiakini.com/news/89368



