Gov't gambles on our children's future
Malaysiakini.com

Jul 11, 2009

Sim Kwang Yang

Kaisim: Malaysia is well-known for its flip-flop policy in dealing with important issues. Every
time a new education minister is appointed, a new education appears because he wants to
make a mark in the book of records.

In 'Bolehland' anything is possible at the beginning but soon died off when there is not
much fund left to back up the programme. Imagine the millions of ringgit the ministry has
spent on the progamme all these years.

The ones who made the most money would be those who have dealings in computers and
softwares. Next, comes the textbooks and other materials. The special subject teachers
would have made a lot of money on tuition too.

But the ones who cried the loudest would be the parents because they will have to spend
more money on the children to get them ready for the change. The worst scenario is that
the ministry is gambling on the future of the children with its flip-flop policy.

We are moving in a vicious circle of trial and error while our neighbours are moving forward
by leaps and bounds in this field. They are producing top-notch world class citizens while we
are still struggling to know English. In fact, our politicians have destroyed the golden era of
education in the 60s.

I cannot understand the logic behind the rural and urban schools put forward by the
minister. In trying to be popular with his supporters, he ended pleasing no one! If there are
people who well-bent on creating problems, there is no easy way out. The government then
has to be firm on what is good for the people and reject the unpopular.

Why not give everyone a language choice - Bahasa Malaysia or English. With a choice
available, it would be easy for everyone. Don "t be selfish and bent on depriving others who
wish to seek knowledge.

Doraisamy Karuppiah: I am impressed by Mr Sim's article titled 'The English Dilemma'.
Learning math and science in English has nothing to do with 'communication' English. It's
about 'technical' English which students should master before they step into any higher
institution.

For example, a student who want to further his/her education in the field of medicine or
pharmaceutical, they need a strong English background. Otherwise, they are unable to read
any of the technical books.

Most of the books for biology, physics, chemistry, fluid mechanics, hydraulic and any
technical books are all in English. That's why the former PM has switched only maths and
science to English.

Globalized Malaysian: Regarding the teaching of science and maths in English issue, I have
a few suggestions:

1) Let each school PIBG (Persatuan Ibu-Bapa Guru) vote and decide which language they



want to choose.

2) The government to provide some schools with BM as the medium and some schools with
English as medium. Give parents the choice of sending to which school they prefer.

3) Allow more private schools to be built that are affordable and use English as a medium
for teaching science and maths

On NEP 'dead and buried 18 years ago'
JKS: Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah is both right and wrong. The NEP is dead and undead.

NEP is now a zombie. Giving birth on its death bed to DEB, and other little devilish policies
that cannot see the light of day, NEP trudges on, destroying haltingly every bit of resources
and sucking the liveliness out of our society.

NEP lingers on in the shadows of FIC, race-based investment holding companies, race-based
transport licensing, GLC top-personnel appointment, hypermarket purchase requirements,
bank requirements that their law firms be owned by a certain race, civil-servant policies,
university entrance requirements, crony-controlled concessions, small business bank
lending, low-cost housing allocation, land policies, farmer cooperatives and subsidies, and
virtually all corners of this demoralised land.

Oh yeah, NEP is technically dead, brain dead, without a soul. But it wobbles on, reanimated
by evil desires, bent on devouring the blood, flesh, brains, and guts, of the regular citizens
of all races.

Always Malaysian: The crux of the matter is which parties (political parties within Barisan
Nasional or Pakatan Rakyat, or NGOs, voters, etc) had been successful in exerting the right
kind of pressures before and after March 8, 2008 general election such that the ruling
government can no longer ignore, but to quickly formulate policies in the interests of all
Malaysians regardless of race, religion and creed, as well as in the longer-term interest of
the whole nation.

It will not be surprising that political parties that are arrogant, deceptive, corrupt, racist,
unjust, unfair, incompetent, not tolerant, wasteful and practises religious bigotry or
hypocrisy are not given the privilege and responsibility to govern the nation in the next
general election.

Needless to add, voters who do not suffer from political dementia, and who know how to
reward those who selflessly and sincerely sacrifice for all Malaysians, will also act as a
determining and powerful force in shaping the nation's political landscape going forward.
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